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MAY MEETING, 1893. 

The stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 11th instant, 
at three o'clock, p. m. ? the President, Dr. George E. Ellis, 
in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read and approved ; and 
the Librarian presented his list of donors to the Library during 
the last month. 

Rev. Dr. Edward J. Young, Rev. Dr. Alexander McKenzie, 
and Mr. Charles C. Smith were reappointed a Committee for 
publishing the Proceedings. 

Mr. Charles C. Smith, from the Committee on the Belcher 
Papers, reported that a volume, comprising Governor Belcher's 
correspondence from September, 1731, to January, 1734, would 
probably be ready for publication at the next meeting of the 
Society. He then gave a short account of the Belcher letter- 
books, and said that another volume would probably contain 
everything of a historical or biographical character, while 
Belcher was at the head of public affairs in Massachusetts, 
which it would be desirable for the Society to print ; and on 
his motion it was 

Voted, That the Committee be authorized to prepare for 
publication a volume comprising the correspondence of Gov- 
ernor Belcher from the date at which the forthcoming volume 
closes. 

The Recording Secretary read a communication from the Hon. 
Leverett Saltonstall, who was prevented by illness from 
being present, relative to a photographic copy of a letter signed 
•" Richard Saltonstall" which had attracted much notice, as 
according to the contemporaneous statement in Winthrop's 
Journal neither Sir Richard Saltonstall nor his eldest son 
was in New England at the date on the letter. The photo- 
graph has been recently presented to the Society by Miss A. C. 
Dethick, of Chesterfield, England. Mr. Saltonstall's paper is 
as follows : — 
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The question as to the identity of the writer of the letter 
a copy of which I read to the Society at the May meeting, 
1890, is an interesting one. 

The letter is signed by Richard Saltonstall, and dated Feb- 
ruary 4, 1631 [-2]. It is addressed to Emmanuel Downing, 
and indorsed " Mr. Saltonstall's letter of the 4 th of Febr. 1681. 
Rec d in May 1632 " [Added in another hand] " Acct. of 
Massachusetts Bay." 

The criticism has been made that at the date of the letter 
(February 4, 1631-2) there was no Richard Saltonstall in this 
country, both Sir Richard and his son Richard having gone to 
England, and that neither had then returned; and that, there- 
fore, grave doubt must arise as to the genuineness of the letter. 
Miss Dethick has, I understand, recently sent to the Society a 
photograph of the letter, showing it to be an old manuscript. 
She says that " it is preserved at Melbourne Hall, among the 
Coke MSS. which belong to Earl Cowper, K. G., to whom 
they came by regular descent with the Melbourne estate from 
Sir John Coke, Secretary of State in the time of Charles I." 
The signature almost exactly resembles that of Richard, son 
of Sir Richard Saltonstall, — as much so as the signatures of 
any young man resemble those of the same writer when older. 
How, then, is this to be explained ? I think thus : The only 
ground for assuming that Richard Saltonstall was not in this 
country in February, 1631-2, is the entry in Winthrop's jour- 
nal, under date November 23, 1631 : " Mr Peirce went down 
to his ship, which lay at Nantascot. Divers went with him 
into England by Virginia, as Sir Richard Saltonstall his eldest 
son and others ; and they were six weeks in going to Vir- 
ginia." It has been assumed that this son was Richard. But 
Richard may not have been the eldest son; and there is strong 
ground for believing that Robert was the eldest. Sir Richard 
transacted all his affairs through Robert, who held his father's 
full power of attorney. Or it is quite possible that Richard 
was the eldest, and that it was not he, but Robert or Samuel 
(or even Peter, if he was son of Sir Richard), whom Winthrop 
thought the eldest; and that Richard went to England later. 
It was not till June 22, 1633, that Lucy Downing wrote to 
John Winthrop, Jr. : l " Mr. Gurdon's daughter is heer to 
be maryed to Sir Richard Saltingstall's sone ; the youngest 
daughter ; next spring they intend for New England." 
i 5 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. i. p. 8. 



204 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [May, 

I understand that the indorsement of the letter seems not 
to correspond with the handwriting of Emmanuel Downing. 
It is, however, quite possible that it may have been filed and 
indorsed by a clerk, or one of his family ; or indorsed by him- 
self carelessly, as one to-day does the same thing in a hand that 
could hardly be distinguished as the writer's. 

I cannot think it possible that at the date of the letter an- 
other Richard Saltonstall was in this country, though there 
was a Sir Richard Saltonstall, cousin of Sir Richard Saltonstall 
of New England, son of Sir Richard, the lord mayor (1598), 
who was born 1596, — probably the Richard Saltonstall men- 
tioned by Sir Simonds d'Ewes (1618-1620) as being " my 
very entire friend, a fellow commoner of Jesus College " , * and 
another " Richard Saltonstall, of the County of Essex, mil. f. 
[militis filius] " matriculated at Queen's College, Oxford, June 
16, 1610, and then fifteen years of age ; and again, the same 
" Eq. aur. fil. n. m. [Equitis aurati filius natu maximus] 
admitted B. A. 11 Feb 1612-[13]." 2 There would surely 
be some record of either of the above- being in this country, 
had he been here. 

The letter must therefore, in my opinion, probably have 
been written by Richard, son of Sir Richard of New Eng- 
land ; and in that case the entry in Winthrop's journal does 
not refer to him, but to one of his brothers. 

Richard was a good scholar, and noted, when a young 
man, for his accomplishments and marked independence of 
character. He was chosen Assistant when twenty-five years 
of age, had the advancement of New England deeply at heart, 
and was always greatly respected and beloved, so that at the 
age of twenty-two he might well have been, and probably 
was, the author of the letter in question. 

Mr. R. C. Winthrop, Jr., then said: — 

We all much regret the prolonged ill-health of our asso- 
ciate, Mr. Saltonstall, who it was hoped would have been 
able to state his views in person to-day. Although three 
years have elapsed since this matter was alluded to at a 
meeting of the Society, yet during the interval it has more 
than once engaged the attention of some few members, who 

1 Autobiography of Sir Simonds d'Ewes, vol. i. pp. 121, 139. 

2 From the Registers of the University of Oxford. 
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interested themselves in trying to solve what at one time bade 
fair to prove an impenetrable mystery. Those who were 
present in May, 1890, will remember that when Mr. Saltonstall 
had finished reading a copy of the letter in question, it was 
pointed out by the Treasurer that its supposed writer is uni- 
formly stated to have left New England several months before 
the date of it, and that thereupon Mr. Saltonstall frankly ad- 
mitted that he had never seen the original, that he did not 
then know its whereabouts, and that he had purchased the 
copy of a total stranger. A desultory conversation ensued, in 
the course of which a suspicion was expressed by some that 
the letter might turn out to be, in whole or in part, one of 
those ingenious fabrications occasionally offered for sale, while 
others (of whom I was one) preferred to think it a genuine 
document, with some unaccountable mistake in the date. All 
agreed that it was desirable either to substantiate the letter as 
an interesting contribution to early New England history, or 
to expose it if there was found to be reason to suppose it had 
been tampered with. It was left to Mr. Saltonstall, as the 
person immediately concerned, to take whatever steps in the 
matter he might see fit ; but the unsatisfactory state of his 
health, his successive family afflictions, and some circumstances 
not now necessary to describe, all contributed to delay inves- 
tigation. The vendor of the copy was naturally indignant at 
the suspicions cast upon it, but, though consenting to specify 
that the original was one of the Coke MSS. preserved at Mel- 
bourne Hall in Derbyshire, prohibited any application to the 
owner on the subject. It was ultimately intimated that if 
Mr. Saltonstall would agree to remit in advance a sum suffi- 
cient to cover the time, travelling expenses, and labor of a 
competent photographer, an application would be made to 
Lord Cowper for leave to photograph it. Mr. Saltonstall hesi- 
tated to make this arrangement as no precise estimate of total 
cost was furnished, and after still further delay a communica- 
tion was received by the Council, dated February 24, 1893, in 
which the vendor offered to make the Society a present of a 
fac-simile of the original, which was stated to have been pho- 
tographed at the expense of Lord Cowper. This offer was 
gladly accepted, and the fac-simile came to hand some weeks 
since. It presents every appearance of a genuine manuscript ; 
and an effort has been made to compare it with specimens of 
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the handwriting of Richard Saltonstall, Jr., which are very 
rare, neither this Society nor any branches of the Saltonstall 
family (so far as I can ascertain) owning any. Judge Cham- 
berlain possesses one, but of a much later date ; while I have 
the five undated letters edited for us nearly thirty years ago 
by our late Vice-President, Mr. Deane, who pronounced that 
there was internal evidence to show one of them to have been 
written as early as 1634, another in 1636, a third in 1637, and 
the two remaining ones in or about 1638. They are thus all 
within six or seven years of the date of the Melbourne Hall 
letter, which, aside from a considerable resemblance of signa- 
ture, appears at first sight to be in quite a different hand. I 
am disposed, however, to consider this discrepancy to be more 
apparent than real, and that it was perhaps the result of haste 
or change of pen. After consulting several persons who have 
had much experience in comparative chirography, I find that 
a majority of them are decidedly of opinion that my five let- 
ters and the Melbourne Hall letter may have been written by 
the same person. The question raised with regard to the 
indorsement is of less importance. The letter is addressed to 
Emmanuel Downing, who was undoubtedly then in London. 
The Society has published fifty-six letters of his, all of them 
now in my possession, and in a very different hand from this 
indorsement ; but it is justly pointed out by Mr. Saltonstall 
that Downing may have dictated the latter to a clerk or to 
some third person. 

This whole question of handwriting is entirely subordinate 
to that of date. All genealogical notices of the Saltonstall 
family, without exception, have hitherto agreed in stating that 
Sir Richard's eldest son was named Richard ; that he was born 
at Woodsome in Yorkshire in 1610, was for some time a fellow- 
commoner of Emmanuel College, came to New England with 
his father in 1630, returned to the mother country in the au- 
tumn of the following year, married there in the spring of 
1633, and came back to New England in 1635. An entry in 
Winthrop's journal circumstantially describes "Sir Richard 
Saltonstall his eldest son" as having sailed from Nantasket 
for England by way of Virginia, November 23, 1631, in the 
ship u Lyon," William Peirce, master, about ten weeks before 
the date of the Melbourne Hall letter. To explain this dis- 
crepancy our associate, Mr. Saltonstall, now supposes that 
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there has always been a mistake in his family tree ; that gene- 
alogists have been at fault in calling Richard his father's eldest 
son ; that it was an elder brother of his who then returned 
home, and that Richard remained some time longer in New 
England. In default of evidence to the contrary, this seems 
to me a tenable theory ; and it may turn out that Savage and 
other writers too hastily assumed Richard to have been the 
eldest because he bore his father's name, and was apparently 
the only one of the brothers to receive an English university 
education. This Society does not occupy itself with gene- 
alogical researches, but several of its members are thoroughly 
versed in that science, and may, I hope, be able to throw some 
light upon this point. If not, I trust that some member of 
the Saltonstall family will be willing to go to the expense of 
causing searches to be made in England, in order to establish 
by parish registers, wills, or other evidences, the proper order 
of Sir Richard's children. If Richard turns out not to have 
been the eldest son, I apprehend that it will be universally 
conceded that he wrote this letter ; but should it appear that 
he had no elder brother, we must either suppose that some 
other person of the same name was over here at that time, or 
that Winthrop was mistaken in his entry, neither of which 
suppositions is at all probable. 

I have hoped from the first that the authenticity of this 
letter might be established beyond cavil, because it seems to 
revive a hope that some part, at least, of the missing corre- 
spondence of Emmanuel Downing, the disappearance of which 
has been so often a subject of regret to New England histo- 
rians, may still come to light. It will be remembered that 
in Governor Winthrop's first letter to his wife after landing, 
dated July 16, 1630, he says : " The larger discourse of all 
things thou shalt receive from my brother Downing"; and in 
subsequent letters to his son he repeatedly refers to " my let- 
ters to Uncle D." There is no doubt that Winthrop wrote 
Downing fully and frequently about the affairs of the infant 
colony, but not one of these letters is known to be in exist- 
ence, though no trouble and expense have been spared in the 
effort to trace them. The discovery of this Saltonstall manu- 
script would seem to indicate that Downing was in the 
habit of communicating letters to influential persons, and it 
is by no means impossible that a number of them may even- 
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tually come to light. It should not be forgotten that more 
than half a century ago our late President, Mr. Savage, found 
in the State Paper office in London two interesting letters 
about New England, dated in November and January, 1632, 
and addressed to Sir John Coke by Thomas Wiggin and 
Emmanuel Downing ; and another from Wiggin to Downing, 
dated a few months earlier. 1 

It occurs to me to add that a friend of mine not long ago 
ascertained by mere accident that there was found a few 
years since, at Crowcombe Court, the ancient seat of the Ca- 
rew family, in Somersetshire, a letter from Governor Winthrop 
concerning New England, of about the same date as the one 
under discussion. The successive deaths of the late Colonel 
Carew and his only son caused it to be laid aside and forgotten ; 
but since then Mrs. Carew, and her daughter, Mrs. Cranmer 
Trollope, the present owner of Crowcombe, have kindly con- 
sented that I shall have a certified copy of it, provided it can 
be identified. It seems to have been so carefully put away 
as to have thus far defied persistent search, but I trust it may 
one day find its way to our Collections. 

The letter referred to by Mr. Saltonstall and Mr. Winthrop 
is as follows : — 

[Indorsed] Mk Saltenstall's of the 4 of Fefr 1631 Red 10 May 1632 
[In another hand] Ace* of Massachusetts Bay. 

To my very worthie freind Emanuell Downing Esq. at the Byshop's 
head in Fleet street near the Conduict in London dd 

Worthy S', — Since my arriuall in New England I have endeuored 
to giue a trew & fathfull relation of such things as came within mine 
observation, & might answere the desires of such as expected letters 
from mee. That which I know will bee most gratefull to you in 
regard of your desire of a common good, & my debt vnto you thereby, I 
will breifly sett doune : The cuntrie abounds with good creatures need- 
full for sustentation of the life of man : & after some time of libertie 
from building & inclosing of grounds for y e safetie of our cattell from 
the wolfe, I doubt not but wee shall rayse good proffit not only by o' 
fishing Trade (which is suffitiently knowne) but by Hempe, flaxe, pitch, 
tarr, pottashes, sope ashes, masts, pipe staues, clapboard (& Iron as wee 
hope) for wee find there are mineralls ; but for want of skill & time 
cannot yet certainly satisfie either our selues or you, of what kind they 
are. Therefoer good S' incourage men to come ouer for heare is land 

1 3 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. xiii. pp. 320-325. 
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& meanes of liuely hood suffitient for men that bring bodys able, & 
minds fitted to braue the first brunts, which the beginings of such workes 
necessarily put men vpon. Without hands nothing can bee don nor any 
thing with any great profit vntill multitudes of people make labour 
cheape ; it is strange the meaner soart of people should bee soe backward 
hauing assurance that they may liue plentifully by their neighbours ; & 
that the better soart of people should not helpe y? poorer, with meanes 
to transport them, that in time might returne their adventures with 
answerable advantage in any of the afFoar named commodities, & diuers 
others not mentioned. If gentlemen of abillitie would transplant them- 
selues, they might in time much advanc their owne estates & not only 
supply the want wee labour vnder, of men fitted by their estates to 
beare common burdens and the giufts of their minds to nurse vp this 
infant plantation, but all soe might improue their tallents & times for the 
honor & benefit of old England, (to which wee owe the frute of our 
best endeuours) and their owne eternall glory, in beeing worthie instru- 
ments of propagating the gospell to these poore barbarous people, The 
trewest object of Christians bowell-compassions, that the world now 
affoards. Oh that it might please God to mooue either the generall 
state or at least (by the fauour & encouragement of our gratious 
soueraigne) some large harted men, to contribute (if it were) but the 
tythe of what was bestowed upon Virginia for the educating of our 
poore Indeans, in the supporting of their bodilie necessities, till they 
might attaine such abilities whereby they might feed themselves and 
others, with spirituall foode. 

I pray you send ouer by some of your East-Contrie merchants to 
gett some few mayster-workmen for the ordering of our potash work. 
Wee have great store of Hemp growing naturally in some pts of the 
Contrie, a sample whereof you may call for from this bearer. Cer- 
tainly the ground would admirably well agree with it planted, that 
offers it vnto vs without our labours. The hast of the bearer enforceth 
mee to take an abrupt leaue ; & with my best respects to y • selfe & 
M rs Downing doe rest 

Your very louing Freind 

Richard Saltonstall 

From the Matachusetts bay this 4* Feb. 1631. 

Brief remarks with reference to the letter were also made 
by Hon. E. R. Hoar, Rev. Dr. Edmund F. Slafter, and 
Mr. Clement H. Hill. 

Dr. Samuel A. Green then submitted the following com- 
munication : — 

In the library of the Historical Society there is a copy of 
a book, written in Latin by Joseph Acosta, and published at 

27 
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Cologne in the year 1596, which once belonged to Chief 
Justice Samuel Sewall, and bears his autograph signature, 
dated March 9, 1698-9. The volume is entitled " De Natvra 
Novi Orbis," etc., and has been in the possession of the So- 
ciety for more than a century. On a fly-leaf, at the beginning 
of the book, is the following note in Judge SewalPs hand- 
writing; "Nunnacoquis signifies an Indian Earthen Pot as 
Hanah Hahatan's Squaw tells me March, 24. 169-| : ", — 
which throws some light on the meaning of an Indian word. 
I mention the fact, as I am inclined to think that the term is 
identical with or closely allied to Nonacoicus, the Indian name 
of Major Simon Willard's farm at Groton. William Hahatan, 
Hannah's husband, belonged to the Ponkapoag tribe. His 
name is sometimes written Ahauton, Nahatan, and even 
Nahaughton. 

As the spelling of all such words by the early settlers was 
phonetic, Nonacoicus has several different forms; and it is 
easy to see how the one may have been taken from the other, 
or from a similar form. Another variation of the word, as 
given in Sewall's Letter Book (I. 98), is "Nonna Coyacas" ; 
and Nonajcoyicus, Nonecoicus, and Nonacoiacus are also 
found in old manuscripts. 

In the original survey of the farm, returned by Thomas 
Noyes to the General Court at the session beginning on 
October 18, 1659, it is said that the land lies " at the place 
wch is Called by the Indians nanajceyijcus." From this it 
would seem that the name was given to the neighborhood by 
the red men, and not by the whites. Perhaps earthen pots 
were made in that locality, as fragments of pottery, as well 
as various stone implements, were formerly found there and 
elsewhere throughout the township ; and this fact may have 
given a distinctive name to the place. 

Originally Nonacoicus included the district in Harvard now 
known as the Old Mill, — two miles away from Willard's 
farm, — where Jonas Prescott, of Groton, the grandfather of 
Colonel William Prescott, the American commander at Bunker 
Hill, had his grist-mill. John Prescott, of Lancaster, in his 
will, dated October 8, 1673, and on file in the Middlesex 
County Probate Office at East Cambridge, says in reference 
to his third son Jonas, named above, that " he hath Re- 
ceiued a full Childs portion at nonecoicus in a Corne mill 



1893.] NONACOICUS. 211 

and Lands and other goods." After the death of Major 
Willard, Nonacoicus farm passed into the hands of Hezekiah 
Usher, and the deed speaks of the place as " Nonaicoicus 
farme " ; and in Sewall's Diary there are many allusions both 
to Usher and his wife. Usher's will is dated at Nonacoicus, 
on August 17, 1689. The judge himself was a member of 
the Third Church of Christ in Boston, now known as the 
" Old South," where he was a constant attendant on Sun- 
days ; and the minister at the time of the writing on the 
fly-leaf, was the Reverend Samuel Willard, a former preacher 
at Groton, and son of the first owner of the farm. All these 
circumstances, trivial in themselves, tend to show that the 
Indian name of the place was familiar to Sewall. The farm 
was situated on the banks of the Nashua River, in a neigh- 
borhood full of Indian traditions and associations. Major 
Willard's house was the first dwelling burned by the savages, 
when the town of Groton was destroyed in the spring of 
1676. 

My friend George J. Burns', Esq., a lawyer of Ayer, who 
has passed his whole life in the neighborhood of Nonacoicus, 
and is withal an accurate antiquary, thinks that the name was 
owing to the natural conformation of the land. .The following 
letter, written by him in answer to one from me, gives a high 
degree of plausibility to his theory in the matter : — 

Ayer, Mass., May 10, 1893. 
Hon. Samuel A. Green, 

30 Tremont St., Boston : — 

My dear Dr. Green, — Upon the west side of the Nashua River, 
near the mouth of Nonacoicus Brook, there is a very peculiar natural 
formation that could not have escaped the attention of the Indians ; 
and it was of sufficient importance, both as a landmark, and as a post 
of observation commanding a view up and down the intervale, and 
rising above the floods that periodically inundate the surrounding lands, 
to have received a designation by them. While it is not alone the 
only " earthen pot " in this vicinity, it is just the kind of a formation 
to which such a name would be particularly applicable. 

It consists of a promontory about 500 feet in length, varying from 
300 to 500 feet in width, and protruding from the higher lands at the 
east in a succession of irregular ridges or small hills, which surround or 
enclose various hollows or basins, some of which contain water. Dur- 
ing the last fifteen years I have often visited the place and wondered at 
its physical peculiarities, and I have tried to imagine what impression 
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it made on the natives. I consider it the most interesting and curious 
natural feature of the territory called " Nonacoicus," and I am 
strongly of the opinion that it gave rise to the Indian name of this 
neighborhood. 

Yours truly, 

Geo. J. Burns. 

At the recent sale of the last part of the Brinley library, 
which took place in this city on April 18-20, acting under 
the instructions of the Council I bought certain Sewall manu- 
scripts, which to some degree supplement the Diary, as pub- 
lished by the Society. The purchase of these papers was 
made from the income of the Savage Fund, and the cost has 
been duly charged to that source. They comprise portions of 
his journal, which evidently had been written on blank leaves 
inserted in various almanacs, and afterward torn out. In 
most instances the entries appear to be the rough drafts of 
what is found in the Diary, but in others they are entirely 
new. Among the papers is a journal, kept by his son Samuel 
Sewall, Jr., during the year 1714; and copies of them all 
are herewith given, as follows : — 

Contents. 
Roxbury Lecture follows the Catechising: 
Dorchester, the L. Supper. 

Mr. [John] Higginson's Lecture is the day before Mr. [Thomas] 
Bridges : 

Mr. [Nicholas] Noyes's, before Mr. Cotton Mather's. 

Roxbury Lecture follows the Catechising : 

Dorchester, the Lds Super. 

Both in y e same week with our Privat Meeting. 

S* James's March 29. 1705. John D. Newcastle made Privy Seal 
last Monday. Of y e Council ys day 

Charles Earl of Peterborough & Monmouth & Hugh Ld Chalmonflley 
swore of y e Council also. 

April, 29. Dr. Bull Ld Bp S* Davids was consecrated in Lambeth 
Chapel 

Westminster, June, 9. A Call of 15 Sergeants. Motto Queens Ring 
" [Moribus, Armis, Legibus]" 

June, 25. Sir Charles Thorold, & Samuel Stannier Esqs chosen 
Sheriffs for London & Middlesex. 
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Whitehall June 26. Earl Sunderland apointed Envoy extraordinary, 
& Plenipotentiary to y e emperour, embarkd at Greeenwich ys day 

S* James's June, 29. The right honb le Sir Richard Cox Ld Chan- 
cellor, and y e r* honb 1 Ld Cutts L* Gen 1 of Her Majs Forces made 
Lords Justices of Ireland during D. Ormonds Absence 

Windsor, July, 9. This day Her Maj. was pleased to confer the Honor 
of Knighthood upon Charles Hobby of New-Engd Esqr in consideration 
of his faithfull Services to Her Majesty in ye Plantations. 

Windsor July 14. Col. Durell Express of y e victory July 18 N. S. 

Thorsday 23. Aug* Thanksgiving Kensington July 20. 1705. 

Windsor, July, 29. The Queen was pleased to confer y e Honor of 
Knighthood upon Dr. Edw=Hannes first Physician to Her Majesty, as 
a favourable Testimony of his Services. 

July 27. Upon W m Read Esqr Her Majs Oculist — for curing 
many poor Seamen & Souldiers gratis 

Roxbury Lecture follows the Catechising. 
Dorchester the Lord's Super. 

Mr. Higginsons Lecture is the day before Mr. Bridges 
Mr. Noyes's, before mr. C. Mather's. 

Customary Calculation 
Shrove-Sunday is always the next imediat Sunday after the second 
New-Moon, which shall happen after New-Year's Day ; and that day 
Seven- Weeks is always Easter-Day. 

Review Apr. 14. 1705. 

The Author of the Post-man was always the most carefull of his 
Style, as well as matter, of any paper now published ; when he made 
any slip carefully corrected it, wrote most to the purpose & most worth 

reading 

Review, Ap. 19, 1705. 

£113-6-8. Fifteen Peny w* makes £100. Seventeen p. w< 

8 d 

£1-2-8. makes £1-0-0 Teste Thesaurario Massachusettensi. 
By this Rule £328 - 13 - 4. makes £290-0-0. Which is the Sum 
drawn by Sir James Eyton in his Bill of Excfr on Andrew Belchar 
Esqr & became due the 12 th Febr. 1705/6. 

Pieces of 8 / 8 at 7? p ounce is 2 d upon every 20? more than 17* w* 
Teste Elisha Hutchinsono Armigero. 

Judge Sewall's sister, Mrs. Jane Gerrish, who was born in 
England, died at Newbury, on January 29, 1716-7, at the 
age of fifty-seven years ; and the allusion in the following 



214 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [May, 

lines is to her. " Nova villa " is the Latinized form of 
Newbury. See Letter Book (Collections, sixth series, II. 
65, 66) for references to her death. 

Anglica Jana jacet, germanis flenda duobus ; 

Commiscet lachrymas unicaviva soror 
Jam nova villa vale ; tecum pater est mihi nullus, 

Nee mater, patriam qui posuere meam. 



William Cooke Mariner of Boston Sayl'd from fayal for Boston last 
May was 3 years : never heard of. His first wife was Elisabeth Holman 
by whom has left a daughter Elisabeth 14 years old last January. 
This Wife's Father had Lands at ye Eastward. 

His 2 d wife was Lydia More by whom has one Son living ab* eight 
years old named William 

1 Tis reported his wife Lydia was buried that day he Sail'd from 
Fial. Part of a house by ys wife, He purchasd, 2 in part & piece Land 
near ye Mill-pond. Left a Negro Man nam'd Jack 

According to papers now on file in the Suffolk County 
Probate Office, administration on the estate of William Cooke, 
mariner, was granted to William Tyley, on May 28, 1717 ; 
and in these papers mention is made of his daughter Elizabeth 
Cooke, under date of May 16, 1715 ; his wife Lydia Cooke, 
July 6, 1716 ; and his son William Cooke, June 3, 1717. 

William Ryal ) Augt 3, 

John Trescott [ 1688. 

Samuel Maxfield ) 
Quaere, Whether a Master can carry his Apprentice out of ye 
Province? In Nicol Tho. Millar £45. pd with the Aprentice, & 
parents to find Cloaths & Washing. No Physick provided for in y e 
Indenture 

Jay 4 of her Sons of Age 5 under. Will. How shall divide ? 

This was Elizabeth Jay, widow of Joseph, of Hingham. 
The will, in which he names his widow and nine children, is 
on file in the Suffolk County Probate Office, where it was 
proved on June 4, 1716. 



N. Andrew Waker went to sea near 12 m— ago, and has not been 
heard of. His brother Charles Waker moves for Administration 
Deborah Waker his sister 16 years old lives with John Bread of Lin, 
who moves that y e said Deborah's share of her Brothers estate may be 
secured for her. 
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Chase has an Orphan Indian Minor of 16. years. May he be bound 
for longer time ? 

Midsumer Day, June, 24. 1717. Mr. Sewall of Brooklin and I 
measured the Front of Elm-pasture, and find it measures Fourteen 
Chains, and four links i. e. Twenty eight Rods and Twelve Feet. 

S. S. 

The following extract is taken from the will of William 
Partridge, of Medfleld, which is dated August 14, 1692, and 
was offered for probate on October 20, 1692 : — 

Item 1 do will to my Son John and to my Son William the 

other half of my housing and Lands before mentioned to my wife ; ime- 
diatly after my decease to be theirs : And after my wive's decease, the 
other half of the said Housing and Lands, to be wholly theirs, by equal 
Division They paying to my daughters (that shall then be alive) or to 
their Heirs, either of them Ten pounds apiece, out of that estate 

Item I do will that my Daughters shall have all the Rest of my 

Lands not mentioned, or the just value of them, to be equally divided : 
And the aforesaid Twenty pounds to be divided equally betwixt them. 
"[Sarah]" my beloved wife, and my Son William Executors. N. 
Nathaniel the Eldest Son, and Josiah the youngest Son. Four Sisters. 
Josiah died Single & Intestat, and his Estate was divided between the 
7 Survivers. 

Will was made 1692. and proved Nov r 10. 1692. before ye hon ble 
mr. Stoughton Isaac Addington Reg r . 

[171 f, January] 1. 3. Very fair, warm, pleasant weather 

2. 4. Very Misty, Rainy, warm. 

3 5. Fair and moderat. Lectf Hab. 2. 3. 

4. 6. Warm cloudy. Iter boreale Gubf 

5. 7. Warm Southerly weather. 

6. 1. Fair moderat Weather. Haiiah 
7-2. Moderat 

8. 3. New South Assembly, the First. 

9. 4. Mr. Thair Gal. 6. 9. Moderat W. 

10. 5. Warm weather, Jn°. 3. 3. Lectf 

11. 6. Rain last night, warm: Great Rain. 

12. 7. Fair Serene, moderat. Mrs. Mary Wheel w* 

13. 1. Serene : New-South's first Sab th Assembly. 

14. 2. Cloudy, raw weather after Snow 

15. 3. Cloudy, Rain, Great Rain miery 
16 4. Fair, Moderat: Ordination Dartm* 

17. 5. Cold Serene 

18. 6. Serene, Cold 
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19. 7. Fair pleasant weather 

20. 1. Pleasant weather after Snow. 

22. 3. Cold & clear. Mr. Edw. Weaver buried. 

23. 4. Cold Serene. Sarah Belcher buried. 

24. 5. Great Storm of Snow. 

25. 6. Serene. Mrs. Winthrop buried 

26. 7. Snow 

27. 1. Pleasant weather Rain 

28. 2. Very warm. Mr. Sheriff's Feast. 

29. 3. Jana soror moritur 

30. 4. Storm of Snow. 

[February] 1. 6. Serene, Cold, pleasant. Gubf redit 
2. 7. Great Storm last night. Day Fogg 

5. 3. Mr. [Ebenezer] Pemberton taken sick I visited him in his 
litle Bed-Chamber, by the Study. 

6. 4. Is remov'd into ye best Chamber His pains turn to the old 
Canal. 

13. 4. Mr. Pemberton dies 

15-6. Mr. [William] Brattle died last night at Midnight. 

18-2. Mr. Pemberton buried, The snow fell very fast, but good 
going under foot. Mane rubuit. 

19. 3. Council, but nothing done. 

20.4. Willaprov'd: Funeral. 

21. 5. Great Storm of Snow 

22. 6. Blustering Snowy wether 

23. 7. Serene pleasant. 

24. 1. Violent Storm of Snow. 

25. 2. Good weather. 

26. 3. Moderat, some Snow. 

27. 4. Serene, warm. 

[March] 1. 6. Serene & pleasant wf 

3-1. Comfortable w r 

4. 2. Serene, Cold 

5-3. Pleasant 

6. 4. Great Storm of Snow, Hail, Rain, Lightening at night. 

7. 5. Good wether 

8. 6. Fair pleasant wether. 

9. 7. Serene & Cold. 

10. 1. Comfortable weather. 

14. 5. Fast Old Church 

15. 6. Eclipse seen, yet not serene 

16. 7. Fair pleasant weather. 

17. 1. Serene pleasant w r 
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18-2. Warm weather : Wood from H. Isld 

19. 3. Rain. 

20-4. Good Weather 

21. 5 Great White Frost, Fair, Warm w r 

22. 6. Storm of Hail, Rain 

23. 7. Moderat weather. 

24-1. Very Serene & pleasant weather. 
25. 2. Moderat weather. 
26-3. Pleasant weather. 

You shall true Liege man be, and true Faith and Troth bear unto 
our Soveraign Lord the King his Heirs and Successours, and unto the 
Lord of the Province of Main his Heirs and Assigns in every respect 
as it becometh ; so help you GOD. 

40£ to a Minister at Winter-Harbour June 18. 1716. p. 124 

[May] 7-3. Super r Court Gov r Dines. 

9-5. Jeremy Phenix arraigned Court Chaber, 

10-6. Tried in the Old Meetingh. 

11-7. Condemned in the Court-Chamber. 

12. 1. Mr. Tho. Stanton preaches S. Ch. p. ni. 

13. 2. To Meadford, Salem Fun 1 Col. [Jno.] Hathorne. 

14. 3. To Newbury, Mr. [Humphrey] Bradstreet buried 

15. 4. To Hampton, Newington, Kittery. 

16. 5. Mr. [John] Newmarch prayd. Bro* [William] Moodey 
Dind. 

17. 6. Mr. [Benjamin] Lynde goes to Newington. Court Rises. 

18. 7. To Newington, Hampton, Newbury. 
27. 2. Prov'd mr. [William] Burroughs will 

Caleb Nichols ab* 7 years old and Noah Nichols ab* 5 Brothers. 
Sons of Joseph Nichols of Situate. 

Octob r 23. & forward, Disposal of Rings ; viz. 

Six Bearers 6 

His Exc. the Gov r . [Samuel Shute] [ex-]Gov r 

[Joseph] Dudley 2 

Bro r [Stephen] Sewall, [Grove] Hirst, [Samuel] 

Gerrish 3 

Sister [Dorothy] Northend 1 

Col. & Maj^ Quinsey 2 

Jon- Curwin Esqr 

Madam [Mary] Cutler 

Mrs. King 

Mrs. Lydia Kay 

Mrs. [Mary] Deming mater 

28 
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Cousin Ruth Hunt 1 

Brother [William] Moodey 1 

Col. W ra Tayler Esqr 1 

Mr. Jon? Sewall 1 

Mr, Barthol Green 1 

Mr. Bromfield 1 

Mr. Joseph Sewall & wife . . 2 

Mr. Sam 1 Banister 1 

Haiiah, Judith Sewall 2 

Sam 1 Sewall 1 

Capt. Ephraim Savage 1 

N Mrs. King 

[Nathaniel] Thomas, [Benjamin] Lynde, [Adding- 

ton] Davenport 3 

Mr. Elisha Cooke 1 

[July] 14. 1. Chadder apulit. 

Chadder was a sea-captain, whose ship arrived on July 14. 

19. 6. Auris aperitur — 

This reference is evidently to Sewall himself. In his Diary, 
under date of July 20, 1717, he says: " Now about I have 
my ear Sirring' d to great benefit. A great Pellet of Wax 
brought out." 

21. 1. Norris apulit, Prince — 

July, 26- Great Rain 

30. 3. Sam 1 Pegun & Sam 1 Abraham [Indians] come to me, and ear- 
nestly desire y* John Neesnumun may be procured to help them at 
Natick. yy heard him last Lords-day. They had a meeting yesterday, 
& are sent 

The following entries for a fortnight may have been a 
rough draft of the journal of his trip to Arrowsick, mentioned 
in the Diary (III. 135) : — 

[August] 1. 5. Set sail from the Wharf 
2. 6. From Long-Island head 10. m 

4. 1. Came to an Anchor in Casco-Bay, at 5. p. m. 

5. 2. Took Possession of the Company's Island, p. m. 

6. 3. Turnd out from Broad Sound, kept the Se all night. 

7. 4. By Tacking got into Kenebeck River being first in Lodge at 
Mr. Watts' s with Col. [Penn] Townsend. 

8. 5. Cloudy Rainy wether 

9. 6. Frigat comes up, goes ashoar Treaty begun. Frigat got off 
next Tide in ye night 
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10-7. Treaty. 11-1. ditto at 6-p. m 
12. 2. Finish. 13. 3. Set sail. 14. Got to Sea. 
15. 5. / 16. 6. An chord without ye .Light-house Turnd up w th y e 
Tide Landed betw 2 & 3. at night. Laus Deo. 
18. 1. Went to ye Solemn Assembly 
20-3. Went to M r f [Mary] Hayman's Funeral. 

23. 6. To Ch. Lect! Rev. 14. 13. [Joseph] Stephens 

24. 7. Col. [Nathaniel] Byfield visits me. 

25. 1. Violent Storm of Rain 
29. 5. A little like to Rain 

31. 7. Gallant Serene Weather Indispos'd went not to Council. 

T. 2? Was very sick all Monday n* 

T. 11. Midweek; Mr. [Robert] Robinson comes to me between 3 & 
4. p. m and brings a Message by word of mouth from Col. [Nathaniel] 
Thomas & Judge [Benjamin] Lynde at Col. Pain's door at 8 mane 
Yesterday ; That Judge [Nathaniel] Thomas was no way able to go to 
Springfield. No Letter. 

T. 20. Went to Charlestown Lecture 
7' 23. The Eclipse was well seen 
28. Go to Hog-Island. 

29- Mr. Francis Foxcroft preaches at yf South. Mrs. [Anne] 
Hubbard buried. 

30. Train in y e afternoon. 

Octf 7. George Wads worth 18 years old last March Enquires 
whether he be obligd to live with his Mother as a Servant till he be 21 
years old, since his Father Ebenezer Wads worth died y e first of Augt 
1717. He died intestat. 

James Samson of Dartm Deliver his Indian papers to himself, or to 
his Son Henry Samson, and to no other. 

Comission to L d Bellomont &c. to Try Pirats, dated Nov! 23. 12* 
of K. William. 

Comission to Gov r - Dudley &c dated Octob! 21. 3 d of Qu. Anne 

7 th day. 8f 19. My dear wife expired at a quarter past Four 
Afternoon. 

8r 21. One Ounce & Ten Grains. 

see the leaf between June & July, for the Disposal of Rings 

13 p. w< 15 Grains 9f 5. 1717. 

[November] 15. 6. Mrs. [Hannah] Melyen buried. 
N. my 2 Firkins of Butter w ch mr. Hazard has sent g Maj r Fry 
weigh £159. payd maj r Fry for Boxtage & Cartage £0—5—0. S. S. 
Novr. 23. 1717. 

22. 6. Col. [Nicholas] Paige dyes. 
25. Sherwood's Bond to Jabez Crowell Condition is in y e hand of 
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mr. W m Clark of y e North Sarah Crowell widow administers ; mr, 
Jn° Allen is one of y e Bondsmen. 

Friday, xr. 20. 1717. Will you now chuse a Pastor? 40 Yeas, 27 
Nos. in Papers. Then voted for a Pastor by Papers 
48 for Mr [Thomas] Prince 
12 for Mr. [Samuel] Fiske. 

N. Mr. Tho. Hubbart's Note for Ten pounds bears date Augt. 3. 
1717. Took it up Augt. 5. 

Note for £5. is dated June 6. endorsd, Paid of ys Note £3-17 — 

[December 22, 1717] Lightening a little before Sun-Rising. Col. 
Vetch's House, and Leech's Smitten. 

Memorandum 8f 25. 1717. 

Susan's Mother, Hanah Parkman, Joana Gerrish now Pierce Mrs. 
Payson, Mrs. Lord, Mrs. Melvin, Cousin Ruth Hunt Cousin Sable, 
Cousin Abiel Mrs. Powning 

From October 

Octob! 21. Monday, K. Queen Royal Family, attended by the whole 
Court, are to go in yr Coaches to the Cathedral Ch of Copenhagen. 

Octobf 25. Friday A Solemn day of Thanksgiving throughout the 
Dominions. 

Testes sunt, quia alterius causam agunt, non sua quserunt. 

Aretores. Col. 1023. 

Prov. 24. 24, 25. He that saith unto the Wicked, Thou art 
righteous, him shall the people curse, nations shall abhor him : But 
to them that rebuke him shall be delight, and a good Blessing shall 
come upon them. 

Apr. 6. 1717. L[ecture] & Ser. 

As in Heaven there will be still fresh visions of Glory; So in 
Hell there will be still new Scenes of Misery. Samuel Tomlyns 
M. A. Prison of God. p. 76. 

March, 31. 1718. 

He will regard the Prayer of the destitute, and not despise their 
Prayer. Psal. 102. 17. 

Apr. 22. 1718. 
Thus saith the L. Cursed be man yt trusteth in man. Jer. 17. 5-8. 
Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed: save me, & I shall be 
saved: for thou art my Praise. Jer. 17. v. 14. 
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Ezek. 10. 14. Rev. 4. 7. 

1 Cherub .... Lion 1. 

2 Man Calf : 2. 

3. Lion Man : 3. 

4. Eagle ..... Flying Eagle . . . : 4. 
Ezek. 1. 10. 

1 Man. 

2 Lion. 

3 Ox. 

4 Eagle. 

Jer. Allen Esqr Treas r 98. 

Adam Winthrop esqr Impost officer 55. mr. Russell. 44. 

Paul Dudley Esqr 58. 

Valentine 43. 

Diary of Samuel Sewall, Jr. 

Samuel Sewall jun! 

His Book Cost 4 d 

of Brother [Samuel] Gerrish. 

[171|, January] First of the month went to N Devotions mothers 
Burial about 86 years old mr Thayer going to Prayer giving her a 
very good Caracter. 

Publick Fast 14& 

A great Thaw 14, 15, 16* 

Brother [Joseph] Sewall Preachd the Lecture for Mr. [Thomas] 
Bridge the first Sermon that he Preached in that Meeting House. 
January 7th. 

17 th Sabbath Day in the Night a great Snow. 

22 th In the Night Rain Hard. Clear and warm in the Morning 
following. 

24 th Rain in the Night Cloudy and warm in the Morning following. 

28 rt Little before Night began to Snow continud all Friday till 
Night and then cleared up Cold. A very great Snow. 

Friday 29 th Ephraim Bacon of Roxbury Next to Dedham was a 
coming to Boston with wood and milk The storm growing bad left 
his wood by the way. When come to Smith Woods he would have 
perswaided him to have gone home because the storm was so fierce. 
When come to Meers s he would have perswaided him ^proffered him 
money for his milk and so would have him return home when came 
to Boston Mr Wardwei would have took care of his Horses and Lodgd 
him but he said he promisd his wife to come home, went out of Town 
about 7 o Clock wandred to the left hand and in the morning was 
found Dead by a stack bottom upon his Knees with his Hatt upon his 
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[February] First a Thaw and Rain a little 

Second Sunshine. 3 Cloudy, 4 Storm Snow in the Afternoon 
turnd to Hail and then a great Rain continued almost all Night. 
5 th Cloudy and Misty. 6 th Q Birth Day Fair. 7 th Sabbath Morning 
Alarumd at Boston by Fire at mr Webbs the Malster Burnt up his 
Malt House 

cloudy Sabbath Day. Night Snow and wind 8 th A great Storm 
of Wind with little Snow Mr [Peter] Sergeant Dies monday Night 

9 th Fair. Night Snow a little. 

10 th Fair. 11 th Fair. 12 th Little before noon began a great Storm 
of Snow the wind being strong at North East. 13 th Morning Fair 
Peter Sergeant Esqr Buried at the Burial 14 th Cloudy & Fair. Mr 
[Ebenezer] Pemberton Preachd a Funeral Sermon for him, upon 
2 Tim 4. 6. 15 th Fair wind at South & warm. 16 th Fair iu Night 
Rain & Snow. 17 th wind at Norwest blew up very Cold and fair. 
18 th Cold and fair. 19 Cold. Committe came to Brooklin. which 
was sent by the Genl Court upon Petition of some of the Inhabitants 
viz Col Townsend Capt Belchar Mr Bromfield Esqr? Capt Oliver 
Capt Hutchinson, Col Quinsey and Mr Ward. To Order the place 
of the Meeting House. Sett it where Town voted it to stand. 

20, 21 Fair, at Night went to old mr ferrys Funeral. 22 Fair. 
23, 24 th Fair. 25 26 Fair & Cold. 27 th Fair. At Night Lt Tucker 
of Roxbury dyed suddenly in a convulsion fitt. 28th warm and fair. 

[March] First Fair and warm. 2 Fair & warm. Roger Adams 
Dies. 3 Fair & warm Attend the Funeral of Lt Tucker Capt 
Bowles Company in arms which he was Lt of. 4 th Fair and warm. 
Went to Wooburn to wait upon Govr & Lady Attended the funeral 
of Aunt Tyng. She Dying Last Sabbath Day in the morning. 5 th 
Warm 6 th Fair warm Spring weather. 7 th Cold & part Cloudy 
wind at N East, at Night Mrs Lucy Dudly dies. 8 th Fair and warm. 
9 th Fair and warm. 10 Cold & fair, went to the funeral of Couz 
Lucy Dudly. 11 th Fair Dan 1 Squire of Cambridge with the off wheel 
of his Cart Run over Capt Tom 8 Son about 8 or 9 years old by the 
North meeting House. The jury cleared him. 12 Storm of Snow. 
13 Fair. 14 th Storm of Rain. 15 th Fair and Spring weather. 16 th 
Cloudy & Fair raw wind at NE. 17 18 th Fair and Cool. 19, 20 th 
Fair & warm. 21 22 Fair. 23 24 25 26 Fair and Cold 27 th 
Rain. 28 29 30 Fair. 

31 Very stormy with a great Snow for time of year. Wind att NE. 

Ap 1 Stormy with Rain 2 Cloudy & Rain. 3 Cloudy cold and 
Rain wind Keeping at North East. 4 th fair 5, 6 th Fair. D r Increase 
Mathers Wife [Mary] Dyes A Saturday Night. 7 th Fair. 8 th A 
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Storm of Rain wind at NE. 9 th Fair windy & cold. Bury Dr I 
Math rs Wife. Mr Benjn Tompson dyes at Night at Roxbury 10 
Fair Cold and windy. 11 Fair. 12 Cloudy 13 14 th 15 Fair. 16 th 
Rain wind at NE— 17 Fair 18, 19, 20, 2i, 22, 23 24 25 Fair and 
cloudy. 26 27 28 29. Fair Cloudy Showery. 30 Fair. 

May 1, 2, 3, 4 Fair and warm. 5 Fair Rain at Night. 6 th A 
Warm Shower or two. 7th 8th Fair & Hott 9 th 10 11 12 Fair and 
Cloudy. A Drout 13 Fair 14 Several Showers. 15 Two Showers. 
16 Fair. 17, 18, 19 Fair wind at South. 20. 21, Fair and Hott 
22 Rain wind at East 23 Ditto 24 Rain clear by Noon. 25 th a 
great Fogg. 26 th Election went to Boston Very Hott and Dusty. 
Heard mr Saml Danforth of Taunton Preach from. Psal 80. 14. 
27 th Very Hott 28 th Very Hott A Little before Sunsett rain with 
Thunder. Rain in the Night 29 Fair & cool 30 Fair with a Thun- 
der Shower. 31 Fair and Cool. 

May 20th at the Raising of Mr Cottons Barn. 

[June] F[irs]t Fair 2 Fair. mornings Cloudy. 3 Fair. At 
Raising of Capt Gardners Son Peters House. 4 About Noon beginn 
to Rain and so continued gradually till Night in the Night Rain very 
fast Cleard up the 5 th about Noon being a very plentifuli Rain. 
6 th Fair 7 th Fair, went to Boston my Brother [Joseph] Sewall 
Preachd to the Artillery Company From Rev 19. 14. And the 
Armies which were in Heaven followed him upon white Horses, 
clothed in fine Linen, white and clean. 8 th Fair. 9 th Fair. 10 th Fair 
with a little shower almost at Night. 11 Fair and Hott almost at 
Night a considerable Thunder Shower. Went to Mr Caleb Gardner 
junr Meeting Mr Trobridge Preaching from 1 Cor 9 the latter Clause 
of the 24 th verse So run that ye may obtain. 

12 tlx Begin to Rain 9 in the morning and continue till Noon and 
Several Showers in the Afternoon. 13 th something Cloudy. 14 th A 
Shower. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20. Fair and Hott. 21, 22, 23, 24. Fair 
Dry and Hott a Drought. 25 th A Shower. 26 27 28 Fair. 29 30 
Very Hott Extreem. 

[July] First 2 3 Fair Extreem Hott Nig[hts] 4 Fair a Dashing 
Shower, oth Fai[r.] 6, 7. 8. Fair. 9 A Dashing Shower Not lay 
Dust 10 Fair. 11 Two or Three good Showers. 12 th 13 th 14 th 
Fair. 15 Fair 16 A shower 17, 18. Fair. Sabbath Night Rain 
19th Rain till 9 Clock. 20, 21. Fair. 22 Fair Wind at East. 

Went to Boston Lecture when I come to my Fathers I was surprized 
to hear of the Death of the Indian Schollar Benjn Larnel who was 
taken the Saturday before of a violent Feavour and continued for the 
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most part very much out of his Head. He had been 2 years at Col- 
ledge a Student and made great proficiensy in the Liberal Arts Mr 
Flint being his Tutor. The President and two Fellows, with Several 
of the Commissioners ware at his Funeral. Gave the Paul Bearers 
being Students with him at Colledge White Scarves and Gloves. He 
Dyed about midnight and was Buried the Next Day being the 22 
Instant I was at his Interrment in the New burying Place. 23 Rain 
so as to refresh the Earth 24, 25 Muggy Hott. 26, 27, 28. Fair & 
Hott continues a great Drought. 29 th Fair with a few Drops of Rain 
the Night before. 30 Fair. At the Raising of Isaac Gardners Barn 
30 foot square where his Bro thr Thorn 5 Lived. 31 Fair wind at North 
East. 

[August 1, 2] Two large Showers with a pritty de[al o]f Thunder 
attended with Hail and a c[onsi]derable Wind. The wind was so 
fie [re] e at the other End of the Town as to blow down Isaac Gardners 
Frame of a Barn as also Thorns Gardners Barn both Flatt to the 
Ground. Did some damage also to T G House. 3, 4, 5 th Foggy 
mornings and Fair It being a great Scorching Drought The Boston 
Ministers turned their Lecture into a Fast. Carried on the Day viz Mr 
[Benjamin] Wads worth prayed Mr [Ebenezer] Pemberton Preach d 
from Jer : 5 th 24 th Mr [Thomas] Bridge Prayed and so concluded the 
forenoon exercise In the Afternoon Mr [Benjamin] Colman Prayed 
Dr C Mather Preachd from Hoseah 10. 12. mr Sewall Prayed Then 
sung Psal 65. 9 v to The End. Then D r C Mather gave the blessing. 
6 th Fair Rain a Shower at Night 7th Fair A Shower at noon. 8, 9, 
10, 11 th Fair 12 went to Boston heard Brother Sewall Preach from 
Psal 4. 6. After Dinner went to mr Thorns Gardners junr To Rais- 
ing of his Barn 30 Foot Square. As they were agoing to fasten one 
of the Celar Beams the piece slipt out of their Hands Deacon Mayo 
being under it fell upon the Crown of his Head and struck him down. 
13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 30 31 
Fair all of them. The last Day of august about 12 or 1 A Clock at 
Night Tuesday night Dyed Jonathan Winchester The Son of John 
Winchester Sen r 

[September] 1 Fair 2 Fair a Publick Fast for [rain ?] it being a 
great Drought 3 Fair [Atten]ded the Funeral of Jonathan Win- 
c[hes]ter 5 th Fair 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, Fair. 12 Cloudy Sister 
Winthrops Daughter Elizabeth which she brought with her from 
New London. Died at the Govr on the Lords Day Evening being 
about old 

Wednesday Fair came in from England and brings the following 
acc° Viz That at Half an hower past Seven in the Morning Dyed our 
Soveraign Q Ann. Being August 1. 1714. And on that Day they 
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Proclaimed Prince George King of Great Britain. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 
21. 22 Proclaimed K George at Boston. Boston Regiment being up 
in Arms with 4 Companies of Lt Govr Taylors and Charlstown. Also 
abundance of Spectators. At Night Rain hard after a long Drought 
till 3 or 4 a Clock 23 D r Mather p Govr & Councills Order Preach'd 
a funeral Sermon for the Queens Death. At Night B Weinwright 
Buries his Elizabeth. 24 25 26 Fair. 27 Cloudy and Rain hard in 
the Night, and Next Day. 29, 30 Fair. 

[October 1 Gre]at Rain 2, 3, 4, 5 Fair 6, 7, [8,F]air and Cloudy. 
Night Rain 9 th Fa[ir] 10 Towards Night a shower or 2 11 th begin 
to rain at 9 and continues till night a Soaking Rain 12 Fair and 
Cold wind at NW 13, 14. Fair 15 th Cloudy. 16, 17, Fair. 18 Cold 
for the Season 19 th Fair. 20 th The Revd Mr [John] Webb Ordained 
to the New North. 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 Fair pleasant warm weather 
for Season. Gen 1 Nicholson come from Annapolis with Man of War. 
He not hearing of the Queens Death before he came hither. 27, 28, 
29 4 - h Fair Pleasant weather. 29th at Night a Pretty deal of Rain. 
30 31. Fair Dayes with Cloudy Foggy mornings 

[November] 1, 2, Fair Cloudy mornings [3] mr John Cotton 
Ordained [at] Newtown. 4, 5, 6 Fair and warm for the Time of 
year. 7 th Cloudy. At Night Rain. 8 Morning Snow cover the 
ground. Melted away and blew up at N W very Cold. 9 th Fair 
and cold 10 Cloudy. Raise Brooklin Meeting House. 11 Warm and 
Cloudy. 12 Little before noon Rain and then Snow in the morning 
over Shooes. 13 cloudy now and then Snow. At Night Snow. 14 th 
Snow and Stormy at Night Cold. 15 Cold. 16, 17. Cold. 18 Warm 
and Thaw. 19 with some Rain. 20 Warm, at Night Rain & 21 Rain 
at Night blow up Cold Wind at N W. 22 Very Cold 23 Cold with 
Snow. 24 th Wind at N W Cold. 25 Cold. 26 Moderate 27 Warm 
for the time. At Night Snow a little and then Rain all Night 28 th 
continue to Rain and so till about 8 at Night a great deal of Rain. 
Clear up wind at South. 29 th Fair and warm. 30 Fair & warm. 

[December Fa]ir & Moderate for the Season. [ ] 4 Rain and 
then a small Snow 5, [6 F]air. 7 th Snow 8 th Fair 

9, 10, 11, 12, 13. Fair & very Cold. 14 Fair 15 th at Night Snow. 
16 Fair by Noon 17, 18. more moderate. 19, 20, 21, 22 Fair. 23 
Fair and warm. 24 Cloudy 25 th A Considerable Thaw it being 
Moderate Weather. 26, 27. Fair. 28 th Fair 29 A Storm of Snow 
Wind East 30 th more Snow so that in all a deep Snow 31 Fair and 
Plesant 

Dr. Green said that he had received a communication from 
our associate, Mr. William H. Whitmore, who was detained 

29 
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from the meeting, and added that he had found in u The Bos- 
ton-Gazette, and Country Journal" of June 7, 1762, an ad- 
vertisement which without doubt refers to the interesting 
engraving described by Mr. Whitmore : " This Day is Pub- 
lished (Printed on a Sheet of Demy, from a Copper-Plate,) 
Price Two Pistareens, A Plan of Part of Lake Champlain, 
and the large New Forts at Crown-Point, mounting 108 Can- 
non, built by General Amherst : Done from an actual Survey 
taken by Francis Miller. With References and Explanations 
of the different Plans. On the same Sheet are Perspective 
Views of Quebec and Montreal. Sold in Boston by John 
Draper at his Shop in Cornhil. Thomas Johnston, Engraver, 
in Brattle Square. Stephen Whiting, Print seller, near the 
Mill-Bridge. Daniel Jones, at the Hat & Helmit, South-End. 
And, by Richard Draper, in Newbury Street.'' 
Mr. Whitmore's paper is as follows : — 

I have exhibited to-day a rare engraving made by Thomas 
Johnston in 1759, which adds to our knowledge of the works 
of this early Boston artist. The advertisement in the " Boston 
Evening Post " of October 1, 1759, is as follows : — 

"Just Published from a Copper Plate (and to be sold by Stephen 
Whiting, at his Shop near the Mill Bridge, Boston,) A Very neat View 
of the City of Quebeck, from the latest and most authentic French 
Original, done at Paris. This Prospect may be fram'd and glas'd, with 
Glass of 10 by 8, and may be had of said Whiting, very reasonably/' 

The omission of the word "Boston" from the inscription 
has probably prevented the identification of this engraving 
before. 

As to Johnston I can add nothing since my previous account 1 
except that he was married, 19 January, 1736-7, to Jean Hogg, 
and that, secondly, he was married, 6 August, 1747, to Bathsheba 
Thwing, at the Second Church in Boston, by Rev. Joshua Gee. 
The bride's family belonged to that church ; but Johnston did 
not. I hope yet to ascertain his parentage, or the date of his 
settlement in Boston. He left sons, James, John, and Samuel. 

A more important question in the history of art in Boston 
has been recently raised by an article, in the April " Atlantic 
Monthly/' by Paul Leicester Ford, of New York. He prints a 
1 Proceedings, vol. ix. pp. 213-215. 
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number of letters written by Bostonians between 1770 and 
1775. Several are from Henry Pelham, the half-brother of 
John Singleton Copley. The following letter from Pelham to 
Paul Revere is important, as relating to the best-known work 
of the latter ; namely, the view of the State Street Massacre, 
so often reproduced. It is copied from " America and the 
West Indies," vol. 449, p. 6, in the Public Record Office in 
London, and is as follows : — 

Thursday Morn?, Boston, March 29, 1770. 
To Mr. Paul Revere, Present. 

Sir, — When I heard that you was cutting a plate of the late Murder, 
I thought it impossible as I knew you was not capable of doing it unless 
you coppied it from mine and as I thought I had intrusted it in the 
hands of a person who had more regard to the dictates of Honour and 
Justice than to take the undue advantage you have done of the con- 
fidence and trust I reposed in you. But I find I was mistaken and after 
being at the great Trouble and Expence of making a design, paying for 
paper, printing &c, find myself in the most ungenerous Manner deprived 
not only of any proposed Advantage but even of the expence I have 
been at as truly as if you had plundered me on the highway. If you are 
insensible of the Dishonour you have brought on yourself by this Act, 
the World will not be so. However, I leave you to reflect upon and 
consider of one of the most dishonourable Actions you could well be 
guilty of. H. Pelham. 

P. S. I send by the Bearer the prints I borrowed of you. My 
Mother desires you would send the hinges and part of the press that 
you had from her. 

Another letter, dated May 1, 1770, is written by Henry Pel- 
ham to his half-brother on the paternal side, Charles Pelham, 
of Medford and Newton. In it he says : " Inclosed I send you 
two of my prints of the late Massacre." 

It is to be hoped that further search will bring to light an 
example of Pelham's print, or prove that the dispute between 
him and Revere was settled by the issue of only one. Revere's 
plate does not say " drawn or designed " by him, but merely 
" engraved, Printed and Sold " by him. 

A friend has a water-color copy of the Massacre picture, 
which is entirely the same as the Revere engraving, and yet is 
much superior in the details, especially in the expression on 
the faces. It seems that another of these water-colors was for 
sale a year or two since in a Boston store, and I have heard of 
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a third example. It seems impossible to account for these, 
especially as there is a story that thirty copies were so made. 
Revere 's engraving was distributed freely, and some copies 
were colored at the date of their issue. But the pictures 
which I have cited are not colored engravings, and must have 
been of considerably higher cost. 

. There is no question that Henry Pelham was an artist, and 
very little question that Revere was not ; but it is certainly 
to be hoped that an explanation will be found which will be 
creditable to both parties. 

Mr. A. C. Goodell, Jr., then spoke in substance as 
follows : — 

I desire to call the attention of the Society to some docu- 
ments bearing upon the history of the original water-colored 
charts of Boston and New York harbors recently sold with 
other rarities belonging to the Brinley Collection. The charts 
are numbered 9316 and 9317, respectively, in Libbie's sale 
catalogue; and the date assigned to them (1687-1688) is that 
conjectured by our learned associate, Dr. Winsor, in his Intro- 
duction to the second volume of the " Memorial History of 
Boston." I can add nothing to Dr. Winsor's very complete 
account of the persons whose names appear upon the Boston 
chart as contributing to its production, save that the Captain 
Eldredge who assisted in taking the soundings of the channels 
I think was probably Joseph Eldredge, commander of the ship 
" America" in Phips's unfortunate expedition against Canada, 
in 1690, in which undertaking the services of the most skilful 
navigators and experienced pilots were required. 1 

The documents I refer to are Sir Edmund Andros's instruc- 
tions from the Privy Council, and his report of his doings in 
pursuance of one of these instructions, by which he was re- 
quired to cause proper surveys and maps of the territory within 
his jurisdiction to be prepared, and to transmit the same to 
the Privy Council. This report is certainly creditable to his 
promptness and efficiency, and I do not know that either it 
or the instructions have ever been printed. 

Andros, it will be remembered, exercised the functions of 
governor consecutively under two successive commissions. 

1 See Province Laws, vol. vii. p. 622, note to resolve 1699-1700, chapter 25. A 
fac-simile of this chart is given in the Bulletin of the Public Library of the City 
of Boston, for April, 1893. 
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The former, bearing date June 3, 1686, constituted him " Cap- 
tain Generall and Governor in Cheif in and over all that Our 
Territory and Dominion of New England in America com- 
monly called and known by the name of Our Colony of the 
Massachusets Bay, Our Colony of New Plymouth, and Our 
Provinces of New Hampshire and Main, the Narraganzet 
Country otherwise called the Kings Province with all the 
Islands Rights and Members to the said Colonyes and Ter- 
ritorys in any wise appertaining." And the latter, confirm- 
ing the appointments he had received from time to time over 
the colonies adjoining Massachusetts after the first commission, 
constituted him Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief as 
before, with the addition to his government of the " Colonies 
of Road Island and Connecticutt, our Province of New York 
and East and West Jersey, w r ith the territories thereunto 
belonging." 

This latter commission was dated April 7, 1688. With each 
of these commissions he received a list of instructions. The 
second draught of instructions approved by the Privy Council 
April 16, 1688, and bearing that date, contained the following 
item, which had not been included in his first instructions, it 
being inserted immediately after instruction numbered thirty- 
six in the first list : — 

" And you shall Transinitt unto us by the first Opertunity a mapp 
with the Exact Description of the whole country as far as any Dis- 
covery shall be made thereof and of the severall Fortifications you shall 
find or Erect there." 

Now it appears, from the records of the Board of Trade, 1 that 
Andros returned his last instructions with marginal memo- 
randa thereon of his doings pursuant thereto. Opposite the 
instruction I have just read he wrote as follows : — 

" Little or noe Discovery of the country was made beyond the Set- 
tlements or Range of the Cattle and Trading places Till in the surlier 
1687 I Imployed a Surveyor to survey the Sea Coast, and upper part 
of the Narragansett country not before done And in the Fall Ordered 
the same survey o! and other fitt persons to goe up Penobscot River, 
and to Proceed to the Northward and Westward to discover the coun- 
try & Rivers towards Canada wholy unknown but the Winter begining 

1 In the series marked " New England, vol. v., s. a," p. 15. The copy here fol- 
lowed is in vol. ii. of the Publications of The Colonial Society of Massachusetts. 
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sooner then expected, they could not effect it further Westward then 
Kenebeck River by w? h they returned. And in the Spring 1688 I sent 
them out agaioe to gceed from Kenebeck River North & Westward 
w? h they did, And Travailed soe far into the country as to head all the 
Rivers except Ambroscoggin upon which they went severall dayes 
against the streame, And were Informed by Indians that the head or 
source therof was neare other Rivers that Runn Northward into the 
Great River of Canada And crossing from Ambrosscoggin Westward 
they came into Connecticott River And down the same about 300 miles. 
And in the fall I sent the sayd Surveyor by Albany to Canada. In the 
Spring 1689 I designed to have sent him Eastward as far as S* Croix in 
ord!; to make a generall Map of the country as Directed, w? h was not 
compleated at the time of the Revolucon when the sayd Survey o* was 
Imprisoned. Drafts and Mapps of Boston, Castle Island, the Harbour 
& Fortifications were made and Transmitted." 

In the usual course of proceeding this return would have 
been made first to the Privy Council and by them referred to 
the Lords of Trade immediately or very soon afterward. It 
bears the indorsement, " Received 1 July, 1690," which may 
have been made by one of the clerks of the Privy Council or 
by the Secretary of the Board of Trade, but in either case 
indicating very nearly the time at which it was presented by 
Andros, which was about a year after his return to England. 

The first of his answers reads thus : " In June 1688 I reed 
the Comission in this instruction menconed." As is well 
known, Andros was seized and imprisoned upon the uprising 
of the people, April 18, 1689. This would seem to narrow the 
limit for conjecture as to the exact date of the survey of Boston 
Harbor to the ten months between these dates, since the 
" Drafts and mapps," etc., referred to appear to have been 
made and transmitted under this instruction. It is probable 
that the chart of New York Harbor was prepared before that 
of Boston. 

I will add that though a similar instruction was given to 
every governor succeeding Andros from Phips to Gage, none 
of them appears to have made an equally successful attempt 
at compliance. The number of this instruction to the later 
governors, respectively, is as follows : No. 14 of Phips's; 18 of 
Bellomont's ; 31 of Dudley's ; 36 of Burges's and Shute's ; 61 
of Burnet's ; 66 of Belcher's ; 57 of Shirley's ; 53 of Pownall's ; 
42 of Bernard's ; 44 of Hutchinson's, and 43 of Gage's. 
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While I am on my feet, I will, with your permission, add a 
few words concerning even so unwelcome a subject as one 
relating to the history of our laws and jurisprudence, with 
which, as my principal stock in trade, I have upon different 
occasions, I fear, taken up altogether more than my share of 
the scant time which our infrequent meetings afford. But I 
have been encouraged in these arid discussions by the favor 
which this branch of inquiry received from our first President 
in his dedication to this Society of his u History of Land Titles." 
He there intimates very plainly, that the study of all that 
relates to the progress of law and of the administration of 
justice has claims upon our consideration equal at least to 
those of any other object embraced in the purposes of our 
organization. 

Among the " Pincheon Papers," in the second series of our 
Collections, vol. viii. pp. 241, 242, under the title of Habeas Cor- 
pus, are some documents printed from copies in the handwrit- 
ing of Chief-Justice Samuel Sewall, in 1706, which, the compiler 
remarks, " will to every antiquary be highly interesting." They 
are copies of a warrant, signed by Secretary Addington,for the 
commitment without bail or mainprise, until the end of the 
next session of the General Court, of William Rous and others 
impeached by the House of Representatives for high misde- 
meanor in illegally trading with the French and Indian enemy; 
of a petition to Sewall for the release of the prisoners upon 
habeas corpus, — the assembly having been prorogued; of a 
deposition in support of this petition, and of a memorandum 
thereon of the judge's decision refusing the writ, and giving 
one of his reasons therefor. 

The prisoners were committed by virtue of a private act of 
the legislature regularly passed under the Province seal to 
await trial before the next Assembly upon articles to be pre- 
pared in the mean time. They were subsequently tried and 
convicted of high misdemeanors, and judgment against each of 
them was passed in the nature of a bill of attainder. These 
acts were disallowed by the Privy Council, whereupon the 
prisoners were indicted at common law, and, save in one 
instance where a fine was imposed after conviction, the cul- 
prits escaped punishment, and their fines, amerced by the 
Legislature, were repaid or remitted. 

It has been supposed that Sewall erred in refusing the writ 
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of habeas corpus ; and his decision has been referred to as illus- 
trating the evils that have ensued from the want of trained 
lawyers upon the bench. 

To a mind freed of prepossessions founded upon a know- 
ledge of the law as at present existing, without regard to the 
law as it was then universally understood, a profound study 
of the circumstances of the case, I am confident, will not only 
fully vindicate the justness of Sewall's decision, but will con- 
vince the investigator that this eminent judge was as keen 
and sagacious in his apprehension and application of legal 
principles as he was well informed in the latest precedents. 

The act under which the prisoners were held seems to have 
been framed on the precedent of an act of Parliament passed 
in 1695 for imprisoning in the Tower of London, without bail, 
Sir Thomas Cooke, Sir Basil Firebrace (or Firebrass), and 
others, pending their examination by Parliament on the charge 
of using corrupt practices in procuring the passage of an act 
conferring a new charter on the East India Company. 1 Sir 
Erskine May calls this power summarily to punish criminals by 
statute, "the highest form of parliamentary judicature," when- 
ever properly exercised, but remarks that, " in the best of 
times it should be regarded with the severest jealousy." 2 

Fortunately we have from the learned and cautious Sewall 
his own statement of the grounds upon which he refused the 
writ. In a letter written about three months after the hearing 
to Nathaniel Higginson, of London, explaining his conduct, 
he says : — 

" I was surprisd at the absurdness of their applying to me in that 
wherein I had no Jurisdiction . . . the Act for their Imprisonment 
being a Law of the Province, it was impossible for any Judg[e] or 
Court below, to goe against it. I never heard that Sir Basil Firebrass 
petitioned for a habeas corpus, when he was coinitted by Act of Parlia- 
ment. Neither did the Deponents lay the Act for the Commitment 
before me, as it behoved them to have done, in Order to my Consider- 
ation of it." 8 

This was sound law. More than fifty years before Chief 
Justice Rolle had settled the rule in England which has ever 
since been followed, that parliamentary commitments cannot 
be challenged in a court of law. 4 Some doubt had indeed been 

i 6 and 7 William III., chapter 19. 2 Parliamentary Practice, p. 668. 

a 6 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. i. pp. 333-336. 

* Streater's or " Streamer's " case, 5 State Trials, 366 ; Style, 415. 
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thrown upon the subject by Siderfin's report of the later case 
of Sir Robert Pye. 1 But the concurrent testimony of the 
contemporary writers, Ludlow 2 and Pepys, 3 leaves no reason- 
able doubt that Chief Justice Newdigate's decision in that 
case was misreported by Siderfin ; and although a very recent 
writer of acknowledged authority has referred to Ludlow's 
statement as u a curious instance of the manner in which 
party prejudice will misrepresent a trie narrative," 4 it would 
seem that our provincial lawyers, who were familiar with the 
current law literature of England, were not misled by the 
reporter. 5 

In the present instance the grounds for refusing the writ 
were stronger than in the case of Streater, inasmuch as the 
latter stood committed upon a mere order of Parliament, while 
Rous and his companions were imprisoned by a formal act of 
the legislature, which was virtually a suspension of the writ, 
pro hdc vice. And though Streater's case arose before the 
enactment of the habeas corpus act of 31 Charles II., the cir- 
cumstances of that and the present case were not thereby 
rendered essentially different, since, according to the opinion 
of the best lawyers, both here and in England, the act of 
Charles II. did not extend to the colonies proprio vigore ; and, 
moreover, an act by the first legislature of the province adopt- 
ing its provisions had been disallowed fry the Privy Council. 6 

Chalmers has adversely criticised this opinion of the old 
lawyers, with more feeling than perspicuity. In the manu- 
script " Continuation of his Political Annals," which is pre- 
served in our library, he writes : — 

" The act for securing the liberty of the subjects was dissented to 
for this memorable reason ; that the benefit of a writ of habeas corpus 
was a privilege which had not yet been granted to any of the planta- 
tions. It is difficult to decide whether the conduct of the assembly or 
the council was most faulty : the former by making an act where none 
was necessary, and bringing into doubt the most invaluable of all privi- 
leges. It should have reasoned, 'The people of Massachusetts are 
English subjects ; therefore are entitled to personal freedom. When a 

i Sid. 179. 

2 Memorials, p. 356. See, also, Noble's Memoirs of the Protectorate House of 
Cromwell, ii. 137. 

3 Diary, February 9, 1659-60. 

4 See Foss's Biographia Juridica, 1870, sub nom. Newdigate. 
6 See May's Parliamentary Practice, p. 79 et s°q. 

6 Province Laws, 1692-3, chapter 42. 

30 
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statute gave a specific remedy, the common law adopted it as part of 
itself and transferred it to the most distant territories of England/ 
How astonishing is it that some of the most renowned statesmen and 
lawyers and Whigs in the English annals should have supposed, what 
their reasonings would affirm, that an Englishman is entitled to personal 
liberty from the grant of the king! — never reflecting that the colonists 
were English, who derived their privileges from the same charter which 
upheld the throne on which William sat." * 

This argument would have been more convincing if it had 
been based upon that provision of the Province Charter which 
guaranteed to all subjects inhabiting the province, and to their 
posterity, "all liberties and immunities of free and natural 
subjects," to all intents, etc., as if they had been born within 
the realm. 

After the dissolution of Parliament Streater again applied 
for a habeas corpus, which was granted ; and he was thereupon 
discharged on the ground that the operation of parliamentary 
orders ceases with the existence of the body which issued them. 
In the decision of that case it was not necessary to consider 
the effect of a prorogation ; and it is very evident that the rule 
laid down by Rolle was not intended to apply to a continuing 
act. So that, as there was no known law for admitting to 
bail, either after a prorogation or a dissolution, prisoners ex- 
pressly denied that privilege by the act committing them, it 
was immaterial that after the commitment of Rous and his 
fellow prisoners, and before the application for a habeas corpus, 
the General Court had been prorogued. 

In his letter, it is noticeable that the judge was not satisfied 
to rest upon the principal ground above stated ; and the fur- 
ther ground that the petitioners failed to show sufficient cause 
by neglecting to submit either the original or an authentic 
copy of the act authorizing the commitment, which, being re- 
ferred to and relied upon in the petition and in the mittimus, 
was essential to the case. In a very lawyer-like manner he 
forestalls the objection that there was no law of the province 
forbidding the alleged offence, by referring to the enacting 
clause of the act of Parliament, 3 and 4 Anne, chapter 14, " to 
prevent all traiterous correspondence with her majesty's ene- 
mies," which, though not expressly extended to the colonies, 
had been promulgated here by royal proclamation the previous 

1 Province Laws, vol. i. p. 108, note to the chapter last mentioned. 
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summer, and was substantially copied in the province act 
bearing the same title, passed while the proceedings against 
Rous and others were pending. 1 The enacting clause began, 
" Be it declared and enacted," etc., which, he plausibly asserts, 
" seems to be an Affirmance of the Ancient Law, and Law of 
New England " ; and, if so, it operated to revive previous laws 
for the same purpose, including, possibly, the province act to 
prevent the supplying of his Majesty's enemies, 2 passed before 
the Treaty of Ryswick, since that treaty was practically little 
more than a temporary cessation of hostilities, and the act last 
named was to continue during the war. The act of Parlia- 
ment had been published long before the commission of the 
alleged offences for which Rous and others were imprisoned. 

Mr. Goodell also made some extemporaneous remarks on 
the legal effect of the vacating of the Colony Charter, and the 
subsequent overthrow of the British authority in Massachu- 
setts. Mr. Goodell's remarks elicited an animated discussion, 
in which Hon. E. R. Hoar, Hon. George F. Hoar, Hon. 
Mellen Chamberlain, and Messrs. Clement H. Hill, 
Albert B. Hart, and Charles C. Smith took part. 

Hon. George S. Hale presented a copy of the charter 
granted to the town of Portsmouth, England, by Edward II., 
in 1313, which led to some remarks by Mr. Justin Winsor. 

Mr. Smith presented for Mr. Winslow Warren, who was 
unavoidably absent, a memoir of the late Rev. Henry W. 
Foote for publication in the Proceedings. This memoir was 
originally written for the second volume of the Annals of 
King's Chapel, and, at the request of Rev. E. J. Young and 
with the approval of the Council, it is printed here, with 
some additions, in place of the one which would have been 
prepared by Mr. Young. 

A new serial of the proceedings, containing the record 
of the March and April meetings, was on the table for 
distribution. 

i Province Laws, 1706-7, chapter 8. 2 Ibid., 1695-6, chapter 10. 
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REV. HENRY W. FOOTE. 

BY WINSLOW WARREN. 



Henry Wilder Foote was born at Salem, Massachusetts, 
June 2, 1838, — the second of six children, three of whom 
died in infancy. His descent, on father's and mother's side 
alike, was from the sturdy New England stock, which braved 
the dangers and hardships of our early settlement in defence 
of strong conviction and earnest thought ; nor was it without 
a fair degree of culture. 

Pasco Foote, his paternal ancestor, came from England to 
this country in 1634, and was one of the first settlers of Salem ; 
while his maternal ancestor, William White, was one of the 
founders of the town of Haverhill. Henry's great-grandfather, 
Caleb Foote, was prize-master in a privateer in the Revolution- 
ary War ; was captured and imprisoned two years in England, 
and died in the West Indies, May 19, 1787. A journal kept 
during his service in the navy and subsequent imprisonment, 
was printed in 1889, and is full of interest in its quaint portrait- 
ure of a life of energetic and patriotic devotion. His son, Caleb 
Foote, was born July 15, 1778, and was lost at sea. The Hon. 
Caleb Foote, third of the name and Henry's father, was born 
February 28, 1803, and now survives at Salem in a vigorous 
and honored old age. He was early apprenticed in the printing- 
office of the " Salem Gazette," a paper of excellent standing 
in Salem, and afterward became editor and proprietor, giving 
to the paper great abilities and a discriminating judgment, which 
rendered it valuable, not only as a vehicle for the current news 
of the day, but for its careful selection of articles of scientific 
and literary importance. He also at different times served the 
State with credit as a member of the Governor's Council and of 



1893.] MEMOIR OF HENRY W. FOOTE. 237 

the Legislature. October 21, 1835, he married Mary Wilder, 
the second child of the Hon. Daniel Appleton White and Mary 
[Wilder] White, of Salem. Daniel Appleton White was a man 
of rare literary attainments, and widely known and respected. 
He was born in Methuen, Massachusetts, in 1776, graduated at 
Harvard College in 1797, was for some years a member of 
Congress, afterward Judge of Probate, and in all the positions 
which he filled eminent for his breadth of view, his scholarship, 
his conspicuous ability, and for his attractive social qualities. 
His house was open, in the generous hospitality of the day, 
to a wide circle of men distinguished in political and literary 
quarters ; and his interest in the religious questions and con- 
troversies of his time gave him an extensive acquaintance and 
most intimate relations with profound scholars and teachers of 
the Liberal faith. 

With such an ancestry, combining in rare degree ardent love 
of liberty, unusual literary taste, high aspirations for religious 
truth, and quick and ready sympathies, it was not strange that 
at a very early age Henry manifested great decision of charac- 
ter, a love for books, a strong abhorrence of meanness or deceit, 
and a frank, open, merry nature. His manner was tender and 
affectionate, and his considerate thoughtfulness of others and 
happy disposition rendered his childhood one of great sweet- 
ness and promise. A diary of his mother yet remains, faithfully 
kept for many years, in which she recorded in touching phrase 
her pride in the boy's youthful growth, her ardent satisfaction 
as she watched his development, and her constant anxiety that 
his every instinct should be pure and truthful. It is not per- 
missible to quote here words too sacred for the public gaze, 
but they present a delightful picture of that happy home life. 
We follow in the mother's words her prophetic hopes and fond 
affection ; we witness the gradual unfolding of a precious life ; 
and as we read, the thought comes to our mind how uncon- 
sciously her pen reproduced her own beautiful character in the 
portrayal of qualities of mind which had adorned her own rare 
womanhood, with something added of the sterner stuff befitting 
a manly life to come of active and extended influence. 

As the boy matured, and habits of reading and study were 
slowly acquired, no pains were spared by both father and mother 
to guide and encourage. The home was made the centre of 
influence and affection ; instruction was given, but nothing was 
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lacking of healthy childish amusement. Children's tales and 
histories were read together by the fireside, poetry was com- 
mitted to memory and repeated, selections from religious books 
and the best of modern authors were studied and discussed, 
the boy's youthful enthusiasm and interest were stimulated and 
fostered, and he was led by gradual steps to the acquisition of 
correct taste and judgment. 

At the age of eight Henry entered the Hacker Grammar 
School in Salem ; and the result of these home influences was 
early shown in his uncommon powers of application, and in 
an ability to concentrate his thoughts unusual in one so young. 
After a few years at this school, he was placed in the Fiske 
Latin School in the same city, in which he was fitted for 
Harvard College under the excellent instruction of Mr. Oliver 
Carlton, entering the latter institution with great credit in the 
summer of 1854. 

He was a thoughtful boy, usually quiet and somewhat retiring, 
sensitive by nature, and not easily excited unless upon questions 
of moral right and wrong ; remarkably even-tempered, but of 
such joyous temperament that the love and confidence of his 
schoolmates were quickly gained. With it all was great fixity 
of purpose and determination ; the stream flowed quietly but 
strongly, with few ripples upon the surface, but ever moving 
on with steadily increasing power. 

While at school, much of his leisure time was spent in his 
father's printing office, poring with boyish delight over the 
mass of books and papers naturally accumulating in a place 
which was of itself a small library of current literature. He 
familiarized himself with setting type, with all the processes of 
old-fashioned printing, and to a certain degree with the names 
and personality of the public men of the neighborhood fre- 
quenting what was in those days a sort of literary headquarters. 
Doubtless by this experience his mind was broadened, and he 
acquired a deeper insight into human character and into the 
motives which influence men's actions. It is difficult now to 
realize the importance of the local editor of a prominent paper 
at that time in such a place as Salem, especially when, as in 
the case of Caleb Foote, he represented in a large degree the 
culture and social importance of the town. The printing-office 
was the centre of a large political and literary influence. From 
its presses went forth a power far beyond that exerted by the 
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numerous local journals of the present day; and the columns 
of the newspaper were the means of imparting information, of 
guiding conduct, and of extending knowledge. The telegram 
and the steam-engine had not then made the newspaper chiefly 
a vehicle for the news of the world, with its unhealthy sen- 
sational disclosures and trivial personalities; it was a real 
moulder of public opinion, and a powerful controller of public 
thought and taste. 

At the age of twelve, for the sake of obtaining a coveted 
collection of coins, Henry undertook to deliver the " Gazette " 
upon one of the largest routes of the city ; and for three years, 
through all seasons and all weather, he devoted the early hours 
of the morning, with his accustomed zeal and energy, to the 
laborious task. His father writes of this period : " He entered 
at the age of twelve upon the duties of a carrier of his father's 
newspapers, and continued them for three years. They occu- 
pied about two hours in the early morning, obliging him to 
leave the house in winter at five o'clock, in summer at four ; 
and he never once, whatever the weather, shirked the hard- 
ships of the business, or neglected to answer on the instant 
the stroke of his alarm-clock. It was the verdict of all in 
the printing-office that the paper never had a more faith- 
ful and efficient carrier." In after life Henry was fond of 
dwelling upon the value of this experience, upon the habits 
of punctuality and method he thus acquired, the knowledge 
he obtained of the life of the poorer classes, and upon the 
depth of sympathy it aroused in his heart for struggling man- 
hood. Things like these, trivial in themselves, often leave a 
lasting effect upon an impressionable and receptive nature ; 
and we have his own testimony to his appreciation of their 
value. 

The antislavery movement was at its height during his 
boyhood and later youth ; and Henry, impressed by his par- 
ents' teachings, and proud of the patriotic achievements of 
his ancestors, entered zealously into all the discussions of the 
day, devoted himself with all the ardor of his nature to the 
defence of human rights, and became a deep student of 
the political and moral bearings of the great contest. 

This love of country and interest in all that concerned its 
intellectual and moral growth increased with his years ; and 
midst all his engrossing duties, a large part of his time was 
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always given to instilling patriotic duty, and to helping for- 
ward efforts to elevate and dignify the nation's life. His 
profession later seemed to him to forbid active participation 
in political life; but he was a close observer and clear thinker, 
and regarded American citizenship as a sacred trust. A par- 
tisan he could not be. Parties were to him but convenient 
instruments for conducting the affairs of the country, and the 
only guide to personal action was ever to secure in the highest 
degree the real welfare of the country by honest methods and 
through agents worthy of trust. 

Beginning his college life in 1854, his extensive reading and 
classical knowledge easily gave Mr. Foote a high rank in his 
class. Whatever he undertook he worked out thoughtfully, 
with a genuine love for study. His rare mental poise and 
the enthusiasm of his nature made him beloved and respected 
by all who knew him. At this time his mother wrote of him : 
"Harry came home to spend Christmas. I did not know 
there could be such unalloyed felicity got out of life as he 
succeeds in getting. He looks all the time as if he had that 
minute heard some crowning piece of good news." This is 
a sunny picture of the young collegian, yet just as true in 
after years; for the happy, winsome manner never left him, 
however great the cares and anxieties of life. 

His modesty and retiring disposition probably lessened in 
some degree the number of his intimate friends in college ; 
but to many of his classmates he was bound by the closest 
ties of affection, and especially to those with whom he sym- 
pathized in love of the classics and modern literature. Few 
among them read more or with more discrimination, and very 
few possessed his retentive powers and rare conversational 
faculty. His memory was remarkable ; and his familiarity 
with poetry, with Shakspeare, and with the best of classical 
authors ancient and modern, was illustrated by a wealth of 
ready quotation and by keen and clear criticism. He was 
a student of books and a student of men as well, an excel- 
lent judge of character, and charitable in his estimates, as 
was to have been expected from a nature so generous and 
forbearing. 

The college years passed happily for him until his senior 
year, when a long and dangerous illness from typhoid fever 
interrupted his studies ; and though he was able to rejoin his 
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class before its graduating exercises, the precarious state of 
his health forbade continuous application, and prevented his 
attaining the high rank otherwise secure to him. The loss 
of his mother at this time, who worn out by the cares and 
anxieties of his illness died from the same dread disease, 
added to the sadness of his last year in college. With her 
his relations had ever been of a peculiarly intimate and con- 
fidential nature, and her death was a surpassing grief to him. 
To her religious nature and teachings was largely due his 
own high spiritual nature ; and it is more than probable 
that the sadness of this experience turned his thoughts 
more closely to the choice of his sacred profession. Apart 
from his college friends, at this time Mr. Foote's closest in- 
timacy was with the valued friend of his grandfather, Judge 
White, — Dr. James Walker, then President of Harvard Col- 
lege, and a man of singular wisdom and learning. At his 
house he was a frequent and welcome visitor, and to no one 
in after years did he render a deeper feeling of gratitude. 
Dr. Walker's broad experience, his keen insight into human 
character, his unfailing kindness and sympathy were of ines- 
timable value during the four years of Mr. Foote's college 
life ; and he was not only encouraged and aided by friendship 
and generous counsel, but impressed and guided in habits of 
thought and style of writing by familiarity with one who was 
a model of the best English style, and a profound, eloquent, 
and philosophical preacher. Nor was this a one-sided inti- 
macy ; the lovable qualities of Henry Foote's nature, his con- 
spicuous ability, his fondness for research, and the enthusiasm 
with which he devoted himself to the acquisition of varied 
and useful knowledge attracted Dr. Walker's attention, inter- 
ested him, and created almost a fatherly relation between 
him and the young collegian. This feeling was strengthened 
after graduation, and continued a source of constant pleas- 
ure to both during Dr. Walker's life. It was a great happi- 
ness to Mr. Foote that he was able by delicate attention and 
frequent visits to Dr. Walker in the latter's declining days 
to manifest his gratitude and his appreciation of the value of 
this long friendship. While he was at the Divinity School 
the removal of Dr. A. P. Peabody to Cambridge gained for 
Mr. Foote another highly prized friend, at whose house and 
in whose company were spent many hours of pleasure and 
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instruction. His fondness for the classic poets and Italian 
literature gained him also the notice and encouragement of 
James Russell Lowell, then filling the professorship of Modern 
Languages and Belles-Lettres at Harvard College ; and in 
company with some of his classmates, Mr. Foote read and 
studied with Mr. Lowell with rare delight. 

Graduating from Harvard in 1858, Mr. Foote entered the 
Divinity School at Cambridge. He had been brought up with 
conservative Unitarian views, and studied to fit himself for 
the ministry of that faith. He remained in the school until 
July, 1861, so distinguishing himself by his ripe scholarship 
and ability that before his course was completed the attention 
of several vacant parishes was attracted to him ; and before 
graduating he was invited to the Unitarian Church at Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, to the church of the same faith in Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, recently vacated by his friend Dr. A. P. 
Peabody, and soon after to King's Chapel in Boston. This 
latter church had for him great attractions : its liturgy, adapted 
from the Episcopal form, appealed to the conservatism of his 
nature, which, though broad and liberal in its doctrines, was 
attached to the impressive and formal ceremonials of the past ; 
its history was rich in the traditions of the earlier days of the 
country ; its congregation was a large and cultivated one, 
drawn from the most eminent social and intellectual circles 
of Boston ; while its pulpit had been filled by such men as 
Dr. Freeman, Dr. Greenwood, and Dr. Ephraim Peabody, all of 
them of eminent character and ability and of saintly lives. But 
it was no light task for a man so young to follow in such foot- 
steps ; and however conscious he might be of his own mental 
equipment, hesitation was but natural ; not until he had been 
warmly urged to accept by his friends Dr. Walker and Dr. 
Peabody, did he finally determine to assume this responsible 
charge. A prominent member of the church had recommended 
him for its selection as pastor on the Biblical ground of the 
" faith that was in his grandmother Lois and his mother 
Eunice." No advice was ever better justified ; for his sub- 
sequent success, and the deep and abiding love of his people 
were won by the example he gave of implicit faith and consci- 
entious endeavor, manifesting in every way his pre-eminent 
fitness for the pastorate of a church with which he was in 
fullest sympathy. 
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December 22, 1861, he was installed as pastor, and assumed 
his duties with modest firmness, trusting in God to give him 
power to fulfil the hopes of his people, and render blessed a 
ministry of absolute and pure devotion. While it is not the 
province of this sketch to dwell upon his connection with 
King's Chapel, Mr. Foote's pastorate, which continued there 
until his death, May 29, 1889, can hardly be better described 
than in his own words shortly before he parted from it forever : 
" I have tried to make King's Chapel stand in its place in 
the Kingdom of Christ and in fellowship with all Christians." 

July 9, 1863, Mr. Foote married Frances A. Eliot, daughter 
of Samuel A. Eliot (long a member of King's Chapel), and 
sister of President Eliot of Harvard College. Four children 
were born to them : Mary, November 6, 1864 ; Henry Wilder 
and Frances Eliot, February 2, 1875 ; and Dorothea, Novem- 
ber 3, 1880, of whom the last three survive. 

In 1874 Mr. Foote was elected a Resident Member of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society ; and from that time until his 
enforced absence by illness, he was actively interested in its 
proceedings, frequent in attendance at the meetings of the 
Society, and a contributor of many valuable papers. For some 
months he acted as Recording Secretary of the Society, and 
served with efficiency as a member of the Council. His fond- 
ness for the study of history and for antiquarian research found 
also abundant opportunity in his membership in the American 
Antiquarian Society, the New England Historic Genealogical 
Society, and in the Essex Institute, although the duties of the 
pastorate of a large church in Boston left comparatively little 
time for historical work, other than in connection with religious 
topics. In this latter field, however, Mr. Foote was a thorough 
student, and left a record of permanent value. His classes for 
religious instruction which met at his own house studied under 
his guidance the history of early Christianity, the Festivals 
and Hymns of the Early Church, Church Creeds, the Hebrew 
Scriptures, and Christian Art ; while in occasional sermons, 
some of which were published, he showed deep historical 
investigation. The most remarkable of these were called forth 
by the stirring events of the Civil War, the decease of mem- 
bers of his congregation eminent in the war or in civil life, and 
by the Bi-centennial celebration of King's Chapel. The real 
historical work of his life in which he took the greatest pride 
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and pleasure was the " Annals of King's Chapel," of which the 
first volume was published in January, 1882, and the second 
left at his decease well advanced. The history of that church 
was so closely connected with the early religious and political 
struggles of the Massachusetts Province and Commonwealth 
that he found in its study rich material, and was able by care- 
ful research and uncommon analytical power to condense it 
into a book of great historical value, and at the same time 
interesting and attractive. He was ever an enthusiast in what- 
ever work he engaged, — his subject became a part of himself, 
and largely from his own personality and the vigor of his style, 
dry details under his handling became of interest to his read- 
ers. Combined with this was a faculty for lucid and accurate 
statement and a judicial impartiality, showing that the field of 
history might well have claimed his services, had not more 
engrossing duties absorbed his time. He devoted a portion of 
his labors to the preparation of a Church Hymnal, leaving it 
at his death so nearly finished that it has since been completed 
and adopted for use in his church. Mr. Foote had hoped to 
prepare for the Historical Society a memoir of his friend and 
instructor, Dr. James Walker, and had gathered a great deal of 
material for that purpose. His intimacy with that distinguished 
preacher and his appreciation of his character and abilities 
would have given to the work immense interest; but he 
was compelled unwillingly to leave the task to other able 
hands. 

The pastorate of King's Chapel was an exacting position, 
one requiring the exertion of vigorous powers of mind and 
body, and in its scope it swept in more than a devotion 
to this church alone ; for so prominent a place made him 
largely the minister of a great body of those spiritually needy 
unconnected with the churches of the city. His broad and 
ready sympathies were at the service of all who sought or 
would accept his aid. He recognized the field of Christian 
endeavor beyond the limits of his immediate parish, was 
earnest in all good works, and gave constantly of his valuable 
time and counsel to deeds of charity, and to the numerous 
organizations in behalf of the poor and churchless of the city. 
As President of the Benevolent Fraternity of Churches, and as 
a member of the Boston Provident Association, he was most 
efficient and active. He was deeply interested in the Society 
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for the Promotion of Theological Education at Cambridge, and 
busy as he was with his parochial duties, he devoted himself 
for some years to editing the " Unitarian Review." He has been 
described as " a model pastor according to the highest ideal of the 
old fidelity in his office " ; and no truer or more fitting words 
could be uttered of him. During his pastorate came the long 
struggle of the Civil War ; and from his church went out the 
flower of its youth, urged on by his teachings and encouraged 
by his hearty blessing. All the impulses of his soul were ab- 
sorbed in the great moral question involved in this contest. He 
watched the career of the young soldiers from his church with 
patriotic pride and sympathetic interest ; he welcomed them 
home with heartfelt gratitude ; and when some of the noblest of 
them fell upon the field of battle, his tender and touching words 
bore comfort and hope to their bereaved friends. It has been 
truly said of him : " He had a genius for consolation ; and none 
knew so well as he what to say and what to leave unsaid in the 
memorials of the honored and lamented dead. . . . The stren- 
uous sympathetic voice of the preacher and the far-away 
responses of the martial music [kept] proud holiday together." 
The alternating course of the struggle filled his mind with anx- 
ious thought ; but he never faltered in his belief that from it all 
would come a freer and better nation. Victory alone was not 
the end he sought, unless based upon the highest grounds, and 
consecrated by the deepest moral purpose. 

In 1867 he laid aside for a while the duties of his ministry, - 
and accompanied his father upon a trip to Europe, enjoying 
with the hearty enthusiasm of his nature the varied experi- 
ences of foreign travel. An interesting account of this trip 
was published by his father in letters to the " Salem Gazette," 
vigorous in their tone, and displaying keen powers of obser- 
vation and vivid descriptive faculties. He returned refreshed 
and strengthened, and resumed with buoyant spirit the work of 
his profession. At no period of his life were his powers as a 
preacher more marked than at this time, and his influence upon 
the community was greatly broadened and increased ; but a 
recurrence of the troublesome throat affection, which never 
afterward wholly left him, enforced another absence, and from 
May to December, 1878, he travelled through Spain, Greece, 
Turkey, Palestine, and Egypt. The holy associations clustering 
round these latter countries, so closely related to his life's work 
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and study, were a source of continual enjoyment to him, and 
impressed themselves deeply upon his religious nature. Natu- 
ral scenery had always been his delight, and upon this journey 
he revelled in its most attractive form. Nothing seemed want- 
ing to his complete happiness but firmer health and a fuller 
opportunity of sharing such unalloyed pleasure with those he 
loved. 

He rejoined his church in the early winter of 1879, rich in 
experience and with ardent hopes ; but again his labors were 
for a time interrupted by illness, and he was compelled to seek 
health in a more southern clime. Returning to his post in the 
spring, for some years he continued a life of usefulness, steadily 
gaining in influence, and increasing his hold upon his people 
and the community. 

The sad death of his much loved daughter Mary, in December, 
1885, came to him with crushing force ; but his fortitude and 
Christian resignation never forsook him, and without a murmur 
or a doubt he went in and out among his people, attending to all 
their needs with a cheerful spirit, chastened by grief, but reso- 
lute that no personal loss should abate his zeal or impair his 
usefulness and courage. It was a hard and wearing inward 
struggle, and it came when there was dire need of his utmost 
physical strength. Doubtless complete recovery was retarded 
by the burden he so uncomplainingly bore, and he was less 
able in its presence to contend with the seeds of disease already 
sown. 

The commemoration by King's Chapel of the completion of 
two hundred years since its foundation was celebrated in 1886. 
Most elaborate preparations were made, many distinguished 
gentlemen took part in the proceedings, and the church was 
thronged. His position as pastor naturally made him a most 
prominent figure, and involved for him great and fatiguing labor. 
His discourse upon the occasion was learned, thoughtful, and 
eloquent, — second to none of the able addresses delivered. 
He entered into the spirit of the occasion with his accustomed 
enthusiasm, and was more than gratified with its complete 
success. So much interest had been awakened that he subse- 
quently collected the proceedings, which were published in a 
most attractive and interesting volume. 

This, perhaps, was the culmination of his life's work. The 
few remaining years were those of regular duties nobly per- 
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formed, and a continuation of the relations between him and his 
parish of perfect confidence and love. While far from robust, 
his health had not seemed seriously impaired until the fall of 
1888, when he w T as seized with what at first appeared only a 
severe bronchial attack ; but more threatening symptoms super- 
vened. His heart became seriously affected ; and through the 
long winter of 1888-89 he suffered greatly, with times of alter- 
nate hope and doubt, but with calm and happy resignation. 
His sick-chamber was the abode of cheerfulness and genuine 
faith. Friends who came to visit him with saddened hearts 
went from his presence comforted by the assurance that with 
him at least all was well. 

In alluding to the loveliness of this last illness, when the 
Christian spirit of the man of faith rose above his painful sur- 
roundings, the Rev. George L. Chaney,one of his nearest friends, 
in a touching sermon at the memorial service in King's Chapel, 
June 9, 1889, used these words : " It seems as if he had been 
appointed to linger on the border line between the seen and the 
unseen worlds, that he might confirm our faith in heaven, even 
though, like enraptured Paul, he could not -wholly report the 
unspeakable glories." This whole sermon is so full of deep 
feeling, and so felicitous in its illustration of the character 
of Mr. Foote, — especially in its happy quotation from Mr. 
Foote's own words, as upon his bed of sickness he contem- 
plated the probable outcome of the disease, — that I may 
repeat here many of those expressions, uttered at intervals, 
but showing how prepared the sufferer was for the last great 
change, and yet how his mind dwelt upon his work in life, 
knowing that it was incomplete, but conscious that he had 
given his best endeavor : — 

" I carry unfinished duties out of the world with me ; it ? s a great 
cross to me." 

" I have perfect faith in the divine love. We can bear all things if 
only the Lord will not withhold the light of his countenance." 

" I have never had any dread of dying. Why should one dread going 
nearer to God ? " 

" So little way — so near." 

" My mind is never vacant as I lie here. I can't talk j but I can 
think, and I can trust" 

" It 's the same world beyond, — the world of love and trust and 
Christ." 
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" Faith, faith, faith ! I believe that what I have been taught is true. 
I believe that what those I have loved trusted in, they were safe in." 

" The reality of the divine help, — if only I could make others feel 
that without dwelling on my own experience." 

" How the wonderful love and kindness of friends surround me like a 
benediction ! " 

Upon his bed of pain his thoughts reverted to his beloved 
church, and many were the messages he sent : — 

" I wish' my people knew how I love them." 

" Give my love to everybody at the church." 

" I feel so sure that these friends who have met me in the care and 
love of them here will meet me in the same care and love, — perfectly 
sure." 

"I do so long to reach out to my dear people. I have so many 
things of love and trust to say to them ; but I have not the strength. 
It's been the real bond of pastor and people." 

" They know without my telling them that I believe with my whole 
heart what I have tried to persuade them." 

" Every text of joy and faith in the New Testament says what I want 
to say to them." 

In April, the approach of the Easter Festival filled his mind 
with thoughts of his people ; and Easter Sunday, April 21, 1889, 
he sent this last tender greeting : — 

Easter, April 21, 1889. 

Dear Friends, — With a great desire I long to be with you in the 
joy and thankfulness of this happy, holy Easter time. On twenty-five 
Easters I have had the privilege of standing in this place ; and now I 
rejoice to be very near in body, and present with you in spirit. 

Let us share together not only the flowers and the gladness, but the 
deepest thoughts of this festival of the risen Christ. To it belong all the 
heights to which our souls can rise, where we shall be in communion with 
the great host of holy souls on earth and in heaven, and all the deeds of 
ministering love of which he was the example. 

" Active in charity, 
Praise him in verity ! 
His feast, prepare it ye ! 
His message, bear it ye ! 
His joy, declare it ye ! 
Then is the Master near, 
Then is he here." 

May the God of peace fill our thoughts with gratitude for the great 
gift of trust in him as our Father, and in the life eternal, which makes 
the seen and unseen worlds one! 
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A few weeks later the final summons came ; and May 29, 1889, 
the earthly life of this faithful minister of God was closed. To 
the last his thoughts were absorbed in his family, his people, 
and his church ; and the tender messages of hope he received 
all through his illness were met by the most grateful and heart- 
felt responses. His innumerable expressions of cheerful trust 
and faith during those painful weeks were repeated to sad 
hearts ; but they bore encouragement to all who realized what 
a depth of experience they illustrated, and what nobility of 
character they exemplified. No better or more characteristic 
illustration of the beauty of his utterances can be given than the 
following extract from a letter dictated by him when too ill to 
write : — 

" I cannot sleep without sending you a word out of a full heart ; yet 
I will not speak of sympathy, but of thoughts of blessing and gratitude 

with which every thought of must be filled. Let me share with 

you your thankfulness for her. I pray God that you may be folded 
about by the light and peace into which her precious soul has entered, 
and I know that you can wait in trust and hope." 

The man passes from among us, but the memory survives as 
a genuine inspiration to holy living. The life of Henry Wilder 
Foote was not an eventful one. It was not calculated to im- 
press those who seek stirring action or passionate and glowing 
oratory. It is simply the story of a long and successful pastor- 
ate, wholly devoted to the duties of a sacred profession, and 
relying for its abiding influence upon its earnest faith, thorough 
scholarship, and a warm and sympathetic heart. His power 
lay in a w T ell- rounded, unselfish character, added to great natu- 
ral ability and deep spiritual insight. Had the modesty of his 
nature allowed more determined self-assertion, his talents would 
have entitled him to even greater distinction than he attained ; 
but he sought no other reward than that acquired by unob- 
trusive devotion to duty, and absolute sincerity of purpose. 
The measure of his influence is not that of his prominence as 
a preacher, nor of his success in maintaining and increasing a 
large congregation active in religious and elevating work, but 
rather in the example he gave of a consistent and laborious 
Christian life. 

He was fortunate in the inheritance of a cheerful, sanguine 
spirit. He was gifted with a pure and impressive style ; he added 
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to an engaging manner gentle and refined tones of voice, quick 
and ready sympathies, a thorough intellectual training, a mature 
judgment, and firm and courageous devotion to the truths of his 
faith. He was liberal in his views, and at the same time con- 
servative and cautious ; ready to accept without fear any result 
of modern scientific investigation, and yet slow to reach con- 
elusions which required an abandonment of the strong foothold 
of his earlier belief. He accepted nothing without profound 
study and reflection, and followed no guide but that of his own 
honest head and heart. Theological controversy was never to 
his taste, and in his preaching he but rarely entered upon its 
domains. Sensationalism and pretence he avoided in the pul- 
pit, as he shunned any ostentation or unreality in private or 
public life. 

Though with few superiors in the Boston pulpit in accurate 
and exhaustive knowledge of theological, historical, and scien- 
tific subjects, his style of preaching was simple and clear, never 
dogmatic, but impressive by its vigor, its convincing method, 
and its intense spiritual earnestness. In his judgment of his 
fellow-men he was candid and charitable ; no hasty condemna- 
tion ever fell from his lips. He strove with all his might to 
render impartial justice, and however intense his hatred of the 
sin, never to forget that the unfortunate sinner might by kind 
and just treatment be led in time to a higher life. 

A life like this is a permanent influence for good, reaching 
far beyond its short span of years, and dependent less upon 
ostensible outward works than upon its own simple majesty 
and holiness. A friend after his decease used the following 
words, which describe the feeling of many others who knew 
him : " I had great satisfaction in his friendship and in the 
thought that he was so near. I think I never met him without 
feeling better and happier." Upon the pedestal of the marble 
bust erected to his memory in King's Chapel is this inscription, 
not only showing the love of his parishioners, but with rare 
felicity portraying the character of the man : — 

A man of thorough learning, 

broad charity, and clear unswerving faith. 

Gende, pure, strong. 

Wise in judgment, 

Tender in sympathy, 

Rich in holy thought and work. 
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Revering justice, he loved mercy, 

And walked humbly with his God. 

His ever-present sense of duty 

inspired a life 

Whose joy was to strengthen and cheer. 

With victorious faith and abiding peace, 

he lived among us 

blessing and blessed. 

His success was in the deep impression he made upon the 
hearts and consciences of those who knew or heard him, and in 
the inestimable value of an inspiring memory, made sacred by 
the evidence of high talents faithfully used, by honest and con- 
sistent purpose, and by a true and pure life wholly devoted to 
the spiritual and moral welfare of his fellow-men. Lives such 
as his are so far above the materialism of the day, so apart 
from all that goes to make up the whirling activities of modern 
society, that they are impressive, not from any unreality, but 
as representing something higher and holier than our common 
experience. They can be studied and well be imitated as divine 
in their nature, and as a revelation of the possibility of an 
approach to the highest standard of mortal endeavor. 



